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Official Transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of the 
United States of America, the French 
Republic, the United Kinecom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 
Union cf Soviet Socialist Republics 


against Hormann "ilhelm Yoeriny et al, 


Defendants, sitting at Nurnber<:, German; 
3 y 2 y s 
on 28 Jne 1946, 1000-1700, Lord Justice 
Lawrence presidin:. 
Dre FRITZ: Mr, President, Gentlemen of the Bench, the Defendant 
Fritsche, toward the end of yesterday mornin:'s sessi n, testified as to how 
he tried to aid persecuted persons insofar as he could with the very small 
means which were at his disposal. In order to conclude this testimony, and 
with the approval of the prosecution, I submit Exhibit No, 6, which is an 
affidavit of Count Westarp, which may be found in my Document Book No, 2 
З о 2 3 “Cree : 12 d Е 2 a - "AS м 
оп “ages 23 to 25, I should like to submit this document to the attention of 


the Hish Tribunal. The date is the 15th of June, 1946. May I resp 


ectfully 
ask that the Hish Tribunal take judicial notice cf the contents of this 
document e 
Furthermore, as another piece of evidence,I should like to offer 
another affidavit, which is to be Fritsche Exhibit No, 8, deposed by a 
Mrs, Krueger resiciny in Berlin. This affidavit had not been incorporated 
into my document bo às yet. However, the oricinal has 
eger in G erman as well as in Enclish and сс 
to. I should like to refer to the contents of this affidavit, 
especially to the last paragraphe From the next to the last paracravh we 
can see that Mrs, Krueger judges from singular cases 
as well, and that she has knowledze of the defendant. 
пе last jaragraph is quite interesting, It deals with the 
manner of life led by the Defendant Fritsche. Apart from that, I should like 
to refer you Honors! attention only to the contents of this article and I 
ask that the High Tribunal take judicial notice of this document. 
Finally, in this connection, I should like to refer t 
affidavit which has been frequently quoted, deposed by 
Fritsche Exhibit No, 2, which is to be found in the Document Bock, 


Exhibit No. 2, races 6 to 15. I should lik e to refer to Fare 13. 


ik Ro mo s 
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bottom of the расе, and the top of “are Ш, 
BY DR. FRITZ: 

Q Mr, Fritsche, 1 should like to put two more ceneral questions to 
you on this topic, Durin the last period of the war, didn't you try to 
find out something aout the final fate of the Jews ? 

A Yes. I used an opportunity that I want to discuss in the future, 
I asked a coworker of Obergfuppenfuehrer Gluecks, located at Oranienbur- 
and Sachsenhausen, about the Jews. Briefly stated, his answer was as follows: 
that the Yews were under the special protection of the Reichsfuchrer 88 and 
this Reichsfuehrer wished to make а political deal with thems that he 
considered them to be a kind cf hostage, and that he had the wish that nct 
а hair of their heads would be harmed. 
© In this proceedin-, some cf the prosecution s witnesses have 
stated that the German public knew about these murders. Now I should like 
to ask you, asa journalist, a journalist who worked in the National Sceialist 
State, according to your knowledce апа cbservaticn, what was the attitude 
of the broad mass of the German people to the Jews? Did the people know 
about the murder of the Jews? Please’ be brief. 

A Leaving ovt all of those matters which have already been mentioned 
in this proceeding, i should like to state only a few observations which to 
me seem important, I shall omit the period cf time wich has already been 

t World War, a period of time in which 


certain anti-Semitic feelincs were popular in Germany. I should like to state 
- P £ Y 


only that in the year 1933, at the time of the Jewish boycott which was 


established by the NSDAP, the sympath’ 2s of the German people openly turned 

to the Jews. During a period of years the "Party, embittered, tried to 
prevent the public from buyins in Jewish stores. Finally, there were warnings 
of punishments to keep the people from buying there, А decisive factor in 
this development was the issuing of the Nuernberc Lows. Throuch these 
Nuernberg Laws, for the first time, the ficht acainst the Jews was taken 

away from the sphere of purely agitation, that is the kind of arvitation 

from which one could remain aloof, anc was transplanted into the soil of 

State policy. At that time there was a shutter between the German people, for 


now there was a division which applied even to single fanilies. At that 
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time many human tragedies resulted, trazecies which were obvious. to m пу, 


These racial laws Gould be justified on only one ground; there was only 


one excuse for them and one explanation. That was the assertion and the 
1 parati of the tw o peoples which is being 
thought, now, through this Separation of the tw o peoples whi 
1 in: ow, at Wild and 
carried throuzh now, even quite painfully, now, at last, the wil 


i j а d and i his separation peace will 
unbridled agitation will be at an end and in this separ р 


result where before there was only a lack of peace, 
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ien tho Jews wore forced to wear tho emblem of a star, ond when, for 
instanco, in Berlin they were prohibited from occupying sex 
the Gorman people took up the cause of the Jews in a den 

again and again it heppenod that Jows wore offered gen 

I hoard many statonents concerning this by Dre Goebbels, who was quite 
enxibittorod avout the result which came avout after the Jews had boon marked 
in such a manner, 


I, cs а journalist who worked in that time, от of tho firn conviction 


1 


thet the Gorman people did no 7 about the mass murdors of tho Jows, 
“ssortions which wore made and rumors and reports which penetrated to the 
“ornan people from the outside, wero asain and again officially doniod, 
Bocauso I do not have tho actual proof at had, I cannot tell you from 


° a 
i 


momory the actual individual cas denial, but 
y 


* 


r ond exactly. That w > monont when the Russians, after they 
recaptured karkov, startod с sal r ng in whichfor tho first time 

zas was montioncde 

I ron to Dre босу. о1з with those reports in my hand and I askod him 

just whet was going on heree По stated that ho wanted to have tho matter 
investi cated, a was going to discuss this mattor withHimailor and with 
Witler. The next day he announcod a denial to п о, this denial was not 
announced publicly, and the , or that was that in а Gorman loga 


a 


rocooding, tno things which would have to bo cl eared would have to be brourh 
+ س‎ D 
cloaror Waye 


that the gas vans which 


Not for nothing wore the people who operated these vans put under the 


bm of strictest secrecy, tho Corman poople had learned of 

murdors, certainly 

p.e 4 x ar 1: „4 £4 WM Uu icd f 1 П 

Perhaps thoy would have sacrificed nillic a victory, but nover would 


уз ш / 


victory by the murdor of 5 
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I should like to sthto further that this murder йосгоо of litlor's 
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scons to mo the ond of ovory race thoory, ovory race philosophy, overy 
kind cf raco propaganda, for after this catastro phe, апу further 
roprosontution of the raco theory would be oquivalont to s anding for tho 
introduction of murdo, on ійоо1огу in whose namo 5 millio neovle wore 
murdored j . theory which cannot continuo to existe 

shall turn to a Cifforont topic. You aro accused oy the 


J +4 APS 44 مم‎ 23 ad uu o5 = ШУ Cree uud “Л Bhat. +a 
Prosecution of having agitated in favor of atrocities, and that tho 


results 


of your propagends applied tocrory phase of conspiracy, including abnormal 


and inhuman treatmont and behavior e In this connection, I shall have to 
asic you about tho pattern of concentration Contp8, 
Did you know that the concentration c: 
Yos, tho fact of their oroction was mmounced publicly, I bolievo 
and tho concentratior. camps wore 
communique s 
Q In your opinion at that time, whet we Ur pe f those camps? 
4 According to my rocolloc sLon, it was 
to bo takon to thoso camps 
against tho 
large parties with a rathor incompotent 
165001 crimi 


concentrati 


Э m 
CnC WOY p 

T m tre ye е 

оЛӨГо woro five 


shom hare 


number 
Did you know 
Nothin: defi 


mentioned million: 


Ho did this. Acco 
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absolute figures, but rather ho drow a parallel and a comparison to the 


inmates of tho prisons and ponitontior: former days, This cocomparison 
did not воот to be disturbi 

Q Didn't you have any doubts as to the accuracy or authonticity of 
those figuros? 

Not at that tinc, 

Q Did уси know anyt™ing about the fact as to how conditions 
tho concentration camps Did you spoak with anyone who had over been in 
a concentration camp? 

4 Yose Even as oarly as 1933 or 1934 I Spoke with a journalist who 
for somo weeks had boon internod in tho old concentration camp Oronionbur[, 


1 2. 


бо reportod that ho himself had not boon torturod, but that ho had soon 
and hoard how ‹ iad been boaton and how thoir finrors had 
been squcozod 
Did you just receive those Toports and de nothing about them? 
Quito thc contrary. I mado a lot of oi | journalist == 
nemo was Stolzonbors, as f mcomoor == did not wish to 
bo quotod 


Dr, Goebbels : о; aat ho would lock 


to Frick as Ilinister o the Inte 


is a result of thosc, I had tolc om major officials, and eac 
ono told mo that an invosti: on was eing carriod one A short period thoro- 
aftor, I hoard that this old отр Ога: rg had been dissolved, that tho 
commendant had boen sentenced to аса is was & report Given to me Ъз 
а Hr. von Luotzow, who was th pross chiof of tho thon loador of 
Polico, Diohls, 

Q After this first successful protes 
rocoivo furthor reports houk eruoltios and atrocities in concentration 
comps ? 

А Мо, No further reports about mistrontmonts came to mo. On tho 
contrary, however, I frequently inquired of poople of the Gestapo or tho 

88 Soction of tho Roichsfuonror SSe <All of tho individua S whom I 

stated tho following, that tho methods which were to bo deckicd, had 


place in 1933 or in the beginning of 1934 in tho concentration camps, 


о ч 


rupervisod by Sh non, ШП 
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c profession and 
there own and who were ready to serve all day long 
and anong those people the vetter elements were not very frequa t- 
ly found, I was further told th-t the SOth of June had been s 
housecleaning for the so matters. ‘The 30th of Juno had done away 
with those Gauleitors and those S4 leaders who had 
bower, Now, they told m jar necentra mips were Doing 
guerded by SS 
sion and officicils dealing 
professionals in thet lino and other supervi sory porsonnel and 
І was t Оле. б CU would be z огл. agcinst cbuses, 
inquire after certain individucls who wore in 
concentration comps? 
2 Of courso, after such 


Niemoeller or Schuschnisg t inqu 74 Leipkin, who was 


the private secretary of He Who had arrested and in each 


І received infomaic LCN wis colmnine спа Pocssuring, 


9 They, of ес may have beon exception 
wero proriinont people or important people, 
Other people fron concentration 
Yos. In April of 12.0 
munist Party, who me wis Reintg 
loroforo he reported 
Openly, without keeping 
said that in 1433 ho had been mistre 
Howover, 
Piece of information which ccincided 
vations, 
Did you yourself visit concentrc-tion camps? 

A No, І hive nover boen inside the compound of a concon- 
stration camp, However, frequently in the vint Г !44-!'45 I 
was in the adninistreative building cer tho caups Oranienburg 
and Sachsenhauson, Apart fron that, spoke as fur as it wes 


possible for xo at Cll, with inmates if I happened to 


T дт 
sco thorn 
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on the march or at work, 
Q With who did you speck at "ronionburg? 
With tho co-worker of the Oborgruppenfuohror Gluecks 
and two tines with this man himself, These people to 
th. t the foreign reports regording cruol treatment were incorrect, 
They said that the treatment wes not only humane but extro-ordi-~ 
after all wore valuable laborers, 


Чук» 


c5out the working hours and especially did 
montion this point for at that time а rcthor s lly decreo was 
Givon out about the lengthening of all working hours, The 
attitude teken by Gluocks was very reasonadle ond it was 
effect that a longer period of working tine would not necessa 
rosult in more worl: and therefore a period cf tino from cicht 
ton hours а day was mainteined, Destruction through work he 
did net mention and tha sere thing about which I heard hore 
for the 
cut your questions which you put to the 
and then the 
when I put fa 


T legge 5 > *»1.4 m 
LAC UUCL ropiios anc 


eEnywcy “re not soldiers $ and the weapons used Dy 


guards were only rifle зом no instruncnts for 
beating, 

Q Did you not, as thes ineontraátion camps, got more 
and moro distrustf1 ospociall:.y when you received the radio 
Poports from ab 

Not for a long time for 

terday. In pril of 1945 reports came 
of Parlianont rogarding tho Suchonwald ca out this 


6 ә 


уогу rocont in the course of tine that for brovity's 
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not noed to describe the incidents and happonings that occurred 
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thoro, 

Q How can you oxplein the fact thet without doubt crinos 
end nistrootrnont of the worst sc teko pleco in concentration 
corps? 

A І am confronted v: a te .о puzzlo for during tho 
course of пу liprisonmont I heard tho first roliablo reports 
about those things. Only a pt ›1 1080 torritls conditions 
which oxisted can be oxpl:ined through the stoppezo of traffic 
and cormunicc.tion at the ond of the ware Tho balcnce is пого 


then onough viously, the аосгоо for tho socrot 
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murder of ras of soeple had brutalized these peorle who were 
execution of this decree to such a terrible 
extent. 
БИТ: Tho Tribunal does not know whethor this 
xplanation has any eviccntial value for us and we havo heard 


all about this matter already. По has riven 
he did nowt Mots 
ur. Prosidont, 


là Like to put to tho 


Uis Court 
awws were sonerally mown to 
us your opinion and your 


lo which you 


1 


not siven us that 


TH TMs - > -` 7 
PAITZ: 10 JOG your pardon 


sonucthine to that 
destruction JOS По touched on that 


tho oxtormination of Wes On that occasion I 


а journalist we О not соо that that has anv © 


ny inmortance to 


ra د‎ On g + of T 
graboiul if І 


tae question, as this ts riv noxt | 1с last question, 


„4+ 
DOMLT 


^ 


answer iron 


m 
ES 


ribunal in 


at а judronont 


POT TTT o 


PRESIDENT: Таб w: по answer be about? 


м 


Л © 


т\л = - 
LC you understand 


f^. ч * 
& coniusion 


Goobbols in this 
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quoto Lin in rolation to our last ios of quostions 


last vrou» scons more li-ortcnt 


ә 


to шо than the question 
just wut to i106 пот, 


In ony ovont, 


ansvor to ny aucstion. 


Like to noint out 


4. de. ж q^ 
about rurcdors3 


ruyiors 
an 2 - 
On ТОП 
r „4 eA 1 
jS8crvation which 


п tho RSHA and s 


эц some 


vorkod syst 


ә 
v 


roassurances 
anc who сіусп out to 


ступ а бт 
GOLEGOL 





should like to 
question: 


oout Hitle ү 


г nnd his policies 


S 


tatononts that you 


so forth, Con you briofly 


your chengo of opinion? 


А Б for 


- 
c.l. 


D 


first 


this process not tho 


independent of or 


we 


victory 


no for th 


Spoor kas tostifiod 


cond 


Fw 
ew 


way, I covld observe in 


Berlin whon, uncor the protonso 


old, fourtoon-zocr-olà апа thir 


for war with hand firoarns ond 


perhaps might 


Hitler fled 


bed died in 


I lecrnedc 


Statement, on 


in 


nanc was Sfor 


he had beon tor: in order 


that before his wife 


nunber two which change, 


The third point wos civen 


known General Wiedermoier, who 


7 Hitler for the attack o 


one important port, Af 


по could tell mo thet in 


liolotoY and Ribbentrop in 1941, 


1254 


In your intorrogction by 
which 


made long 


v station on this wey of reclization спа tho 


P uu. |t 
e 
Oi Uo 


and ho left 


no 


с... 


2 ү 


proved 


Ilolotov 1 


ТТТ 


put 


Ly 
dy 


last ond suuirizinc 
ilo 
voro quito difforont frou 


; ago in your radio brocdersts 


toil us tho dcto 


accurate Tho 


first thought 


for richt or wrong 


fact was thet Witler 


о scif-destruction of Gorrin 


ond confirmed, іп а nost torri5lo 


tho lest phcso 


of the conflict in 


—- „ 
QJ. с» 


Palse hopo fiftoon-yoor- 
È 2 v 


teon-year-old equipped 


ecllod into »attlo boys wh 
э 71 


f tho poriod of reconstruction, 


the decree and tho order to 


Tn 


ficial report thet 


1 


tho ho 


шу last public 


4-74 


the fact of 


itler legend in tho bud. 


beaten, That wes point 


&no thor the 


A Co-prisoner world- 
э 


dea em ds 
ола. b 


to mo the reasons 


n Russia hed boon wrong, at 


"m 


ter ho þad 


tho 


7 
ац 


not put any now domands 


9 
| 


"a 
241 
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in th decisive discussion but 
assurencos which had boon given 
Russian attack, "роғ рс of the reamns 
The fourth factor was the proof shown in tho Court kero of 
tho millions of Jews, I havo clrocdy telrod cout this matter. 
1 consider it only шу duty to testify to ono 
statenent which D Goobvels ido in my 
2l April 1945. 
tho last, decisive breckthrouch 
all, the German pooplo did not went 


Gormen pooplo decided in the roforonduuü 


chose, instocd, 


concludod, 


З а WR 
spokon Dy 
Га ^ 1 > м А 12 p - - К А — 
and those words c true, I should 1 ) state on ng 


yee an!‏ مو ا 
broMonacou‏ 


significance 
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to that plebiscite. Never had he given it that interpretation, that meaning 


28 June 19l6-X-mm-l-1ia Haynes 


and sense. The exact opposite had been true. The German people, on the 
occasion of this plebiscite , had expressedly once more been given a solemn 
assurance of the will for peace on the part of Hitler and his asm ciates. 

according to that, I could see that Hitler and ^t least some of 
his cosworkers, in some decisive instances and points, on the basis of the 
opening premise, had deliberately lied to the people--and something which 
is not quite so important for history--I consider thot I was lied to on these 
counts as well 

Die FRITZ: Mre. President, I have no further questions that I 
would like to put to the defendant Fritsche. 

THE FRESIDEN Does any other Defense Counsel want to ask any 
questions? 
BY DR. STHHMER: (Counsel for defendant Goering ) 

Q Nre Witness, did you learn about these things and aseertcin that 

at the beginning of the erection of the concentration camps, despite the 
existence of the regular camps, there were the soecalled wildecat camps 
which the Sa leaders had established without the knowledge of the competent 


authorities? 


time I did not learn of thee things, However, here 


in this courtroom, for the firs’ time, l heard about this difference in the 
cencentration camps, 
Q On the basis of the knowledge that you have today and referring 


to the abuses that you mentioned, did these abuses take place, also , in 


these wildecat concentration camps? 


I сап give you a very precise answer to that questione. These 
abuses about which I learned arose in the old cemp Oranienburo, in Berliner 

To what category that camp belonged, I do not know. These abuse 
were stopped, of course, and I emphasized in my testimony that almost immed- 
lately after the occasion of my letter addressed to the Prussian Prime 
Ministers. І was called by a Ministerialdirektor and received assurances of 
an investigation -- a promise which was kepte Of course, on that occasion, 
I do not recall whether this office called me once more to give me a final 


reporte, SE 
12549 
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28 June 19l6-M-DMR-l2a Heynes 

Di, STAHMER: I have no further questions. 
BY DRe KUBUSCHOK (Counsel for defendant von Papen): 

Q In June 193) the publication of the Marburg Speech of von Papen 

was prohibited. is it correct to say thet from that period of time onward, 
any statement on the part of von Fapen was granted only with the approval 
of the Propaganda Ministry, approval given in advance before the speech 
or statement could be published 

That is correct, and in even a closer sense, ection on the Marburg 
speech was, as I remember it distinctly, caused by the later Ministerial- 
direktor Berndt, This men called the attenticn of Dre Goebbels to 
and, with respect to any other statement made by Papen, the principle was 
effective that not even tthe Propaganda Ministry would have the right to cive 
them out, but, rather, that they had to be transmitted either to the 


Minister in qestion or to the Fuchrere 
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q^ fo 


In your testimony you mentioned 


Papen for quito sono le 


de чод „д 
st whon did 


Ju 


n polieve 


January, 


r P 
Od 


ose your 


purp 


лү 


I delivered а moech to the German 


on tho 30th of Januarye 


Q Did iir. von Papen have anythin; to 


this fostivity? 


loss thon ncthinge 


Mo 
-4 з 


1 
n 


it that lir. vo 


of January, оз ho was 


to porsuado Xr, von Papen, and 


Ski-inpe 


er 


EFISOH (Counsel for the SA) 


you just now 


at tho ond of tho yoar 1935 


cortoin 


certain abuses wore 


tho roportod that 


V I à 
chicf 


ac 
we 


The then 


nyo 
pt = 


whose name we 


ту 


Dj 


2-6 


KLEFISCI: 


was concerned 


like 


should 
ng the activities 


the Propaganda Ministry, of 


in 


M 
12957 


all, а Press Denartrme 


state institution, 


that 


Colony a 


I receivod 


thatit 


ТТ 


you had known tho d ofondent 


arned to know hin whon 


t Istanbul ond inkara 


do with this speech and with 


on official request fron Berlin 


sho celcbration of 


before 


I did not try 


ontra гу, 


24. r ha er 
20 order to Go 


le his office in 


that 


sar 
+ Аһ М 


year 195 SA men, 


„>? 


concentration coms that 


havo but ono question, 


that revort? 


tho Reichsfuchrer SS Himmlor 


with orgonizationa 


covrSsOos. 


PL uec aM Ee DMS 
uovornmenv cc 


ess 


5 S 
press ac 
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A It existed for quite somo time, Up until March of 1933 it 


branch of tho Foreign Office, From that time onward it became a branch of 


the Propaganda Ministry, and fron thet timo on it had a dual mission to carry 


on, first of all to be tho press donartment of this Ministry, and socondly, 
to bo a press department for the Reich Govornnont and function as such, 
Q Witness, con you tell mc, beginnin: with arc 
from the incorporation of tho Press Yopartment into the Propaganda 
wno was the Chiof of this Press Department and, for practicsl purposos, 
wes the | chief of the press sys ton? “as thet Funk or was it somoono clso 
A No, that man was Ministorionl Counsellor 
Ministerial Director Borndt, This Press Dopartment was thon partitioned into 
throo soctions: German press == 
Q I om not interested in that, witness, I am interested only in 
knowing whether the chief of this department was the defendant Funk, or 
correct to say that ho had noth B te with those matters, 
Honincslly, of course, h as ti ic as f as tho practical 
work was concernod he had no conn on with tha That cane from Dre Goobbol 
to Hancke, and to Jancke» 
О And later to Berndt? 
Yes, 
Witness, I have another quesvione Tho had the management of tho 
Propaganda Winistry? In thi ASC ai reforring 
tho defendant Funk have anything to вау in this connection, 
Who directed the pross policy? 
At that time Dr, Goob:ols self оз iso at function, Later 


the Reich Press Chief, 
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Q The defendant Funk was State Secr tary in the Propaganda linistry, 
or at least he had the title o ало Scerctarye Now, looking at this matter 
rather generally, I would bo interested in know Wing this. Did ho, in fact, 
have the position of a Stato Seerctary and exercise authority as such, or was 
the function of State Secretary, who was the regular deputy of the 
was that the function of anothor official? 

А As anatter of course, naturally, he had the роз on, the power, 
the prestige and the salary of a Stato Secretary, but the practical work was 
distributed a little diffore ntlye I have already mentioned that, 

Q Just how was it handled? 

m Practically, Funk com ornod himself with o ganizaticn and finance 
1t 


as they applied to tho gigantice cu 


m 


ural concern which was being deve реа at 
that tires; whereas the actual policy was sot up by Dre Goebbels with the 
chicf of his ministerial office, Hancke, who was the successor of Funk as State 


Secretarye 


W I have one final question, witness, which refers to another topic, 
> 3 


you know how Minister Dre Gc “els, in November of 1938, or lat or, 
about tho Jewish pogroms of the 9th of November, 1933, md 
presence that ono, 
would just have to be tical t when Funk hac 
that the Jews could not bo eliminated fron economic life, he, 
that there were things for which he w responsible in the 
ovenbore 
about the fact that this 
hla 


responsi 


the 
à confronting hin with 
the sense of the answer that Т just gave you, 
DR. SAUTER I have no further 
BY DR. SIEMERS ^o he defend Raedor): 
Q lr. Fritsche, in this Court we havo heard what gravo accusations 
are mace against the defendant Raeder because of an article in the newspaper 


Der Vodkischer Beobachter, Tho artiéle I refer to is "Church 1111. 


Tore. 
-є ) 
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Athenia", which was published on the 23га of October, 1939. 
STEMERS: Mre sident, this is document 3260-PS, oqual to 08-218. 

Q (Continuing): As for as tho case Athenia is concornod, I should 

like to put a few questions to yous 
IT. Fritsche, when did the Propaganda Ministry receive the report 

about the torpedoing of the Athenia, and in what way? Throuch what channels 
did you receive this report? 

4 I camot give you the date fron menory, but I do know that we 
received this report by wireless; that is, we listened in to a foreign broadcast. 

Q This wireless report came in shortly after the sinkin; 
athenia, is that right? 

Without dcubte 

Ч Did the Propaganda itinistry cot in touch witi Chief of the Naval 

rdor to learn tho det 

Yes, I personally did that because, quito by accident, 
officcr from the Navy Staff in my office, for censorship purposes. 

Qihon did yo get in touch with in the Hich Command of tho Navy, 

! you learn? 

à First of 41, I spoke to the officer who was with re » whom I have 
just mentioned =- that was Kapitaenleutnant Hahn. Then ho telephoned, and in all 

phoned too, to tho ONI, the Hish Cormand of the Navye As far as 
Korvettenkapitaen Wolf, 
That did Korvettenkapitaen Yi 


| me that no Ge 
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Athenia", which was publishe? on the 23rd of October, 1939. 

DR. SIEMERS: Mre President, this is document 3260-PS, equal to 08-218. 

Q (Continuing): As far as tho case Athenia is concerned, I should 
like to put a few questions to youe 

Ir. Fritsche, when cid tho Propaganda Ministry receive tho report 
about the torpedoing of the Athenia, and in what way? Throuch whet channels 
did you receive this report? 

А I cannot give vou the date from memory, but I do know thet we 
received this report by wireless; that is, we listened in to a forcicn broadcasts 

Q This wireless report came in shortly after the sinking of the 
Athonia, is that right? 

À Without doubt, 

Ҹ Did the Propaganda itinistry got in touch with the Chief of the Naval 

order to learn the details of this nattor? 

ез, I personally cid that because, quite by accident, I hac a liaison 
officcr from the Navy Staff in my office, for censorship ригроѕоѕ, 

Qhon did you get in touch with in the Hich Command of the Navy, and 
what dic you learn? 

à First of 21, I spoke to the officer who was with me, whom I have 
just mentioned -- that was Kapitaenlewtnant Hahn. Then he telephoned, and in all 
probability I phoned too, to tho 0171, the Hith Command of the Navy. Лз far as 
I recall, I spoke to Korvettenkapitaen Wolfe 

Q That did he tell you? hat did Korvettenkapitaen Wolf toll you? 

А Even at this early st ge he told me that no German U-boat was in the 


2 


| in questione 
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Q I should like to remind you that the ithenia was sunk on the lth 


wh be 


of September, 1939. 


What did the Propaganda Ministry do after the High Command of the 


Navy had stated thet it was not л Gernan Ueboat which had sunk the ship? 


This report was announced, 


Mr. Fritsche, how dic it happen that about six to seven weeks l-ter 


"Churchill Sinks the J.thenia" appeared, which was published on 


October, 1939? That are the antecedents? Sholl I show you the 


9 V 


Thank ycu, no. І remember this incident especially well, ^s I 


have checker my memory about it since this case was mentioned sgain for the 


first time here in the Court. 


wo 


I know that the demand for the writing of the article, was made by 


Circetions which covered all de toils, and that the demand to write 


this article came directly from Hitler. . The order towrite thearticle went 


1 
133055 


h two different channels; First, through a telephone call by the Reich 


Chief, Dr. ictrichs and second, through a telephone call by Dr. Goebbel 


i^ 


am not able to tell you just who it was, whetherit 


delegates, This orcer was to be transmitted to 


Der Voelkischer Becbachter, 


Now we соле to the circuustances as to just why I remem 


г 


one of my co-workers to inform the Voelkischcr 


Beobachter, he came back to me with the report that th-t would not bo ncces- 


+h; * 4 
the neccssary 


respeutively, Goebbels? 


my, 


ino cay before it appeared, I assume. 


Did any office in the High Command of the Navy have any connection 


article? 


according to my knowledge, noe 


Before this article was puilisked, dic you speak with Grand Admiral 
Raeder abcut this article, or did you advise him of the order given by Hitler 
in this direction? 


* 


believe tmtthe High Command of the Navy hadno knowledge 


in the manner that 
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described to yous 


Q at any period of time at all cid ou again, later, speak with 
wr Б D , 


J 
М 


anyone in the High Ccrmend of the Navy, or with Grand Admiral Raeder 2bout 


this case? 
Only here in theprisone 
Mr. Fritsche, is it correct to say that in Soptember of 1939 the 
paper "Tho Times" claimed thet in Czechoslovakia, through German hands, ten 
thousand Czechs had been murdered at Prague, including the Lord Mayor? 
à І до not know whether thet was published in the Times, but this 
matter was mentioned in the News Chronicle. 
Q Thit did the Propaganda Ministry undertake to do thercupon? 
German and foreign journalists were taken to Prague, If I am not 
mistaken, one of the foreign journalists who went along to Prague on that 
as far as I can recall, is present in this courtroome 
G What dic these foreign journalists find? What cid they 
They had an interview with the Lord Mayor of Prague, wi 
d been killed; they traveled about the ccuntry, and they 


the report wes clearly untrue-eat that tim 


+ Y. ^ 4- 
ого, 


quite fise.  Howcv« І must acd thot since 


уоп Neurath, ab Te 


dua ee н 
slo Уак 


Son eth 
Sometn i 


affect Raeder? 
а certain way 
e parallel case фо the article in the 


prosecution is t^5ressing for reasons not quite clear to me 


Vo 
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PRESIDENT Т.о tribuncl thinks 


tent, 
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Q Ap, Peitsche, do you know what D 


was to Grand Айгфї:.1 Reaoder? 


n 


aa 


Prom tho fow statenents which 


Grand Atuircl Raedor it could be sõon Б. 


e 
99 


attitude, it wis a repudiating attitude, По 


int. 


n nuiiorous с. 5 ne ic Reod was adverse 


this attitude on 


2 4.3 „Ама ^ pec PTT s ta r o 35. “= ч anh De te a e 
posiiion which Naeder tock in Church mettors, 


" " 


] гаса 


һо 


tT 4 X ~ M "AT s Р эчт, а 
which aceoc avy clorcyiu 


on the part of tho Party. 


"э стт тра 
р OL aiu. uo 9 


diko 


lir, Prosidont, I havo no furti 


Е 
uU 


BY рг. KORN (counsel for dofonion 


4. 1. 
Ula 


o Vitnoss, you stated vb Genoral 


єс. 


А o s a ee E Жал» SA TPA $543. 
present which toc! paco 100 


о botwoon ilolotov and R 


„л 


where 014 you got your information? 


mistake contained in your qu 


Genorcl Nicdorimeier ргрбісі patod 


лу this, and І should 1 


Was 


risonmont І ron into this Gonor 


who, fcr wooks or r onths, just boforo that 


„ 


another coll, with the intorproter who had the ta 


ing tho ssion of Molotov апа Ribbentrop. 


Q Did General Niodemacter sive 


intorprotor? 


Without doubt, but I did no! bo x 


I have ono more question, 


on tho SOth of October, 


Sir Neville Honders and the then Foreign 


in which tho is for nogotiations 


public, these conditions woro published the 


Tolegraph, and "llogodly this issu 


121 


КАДУ, 


o of tho papor 
57 


had 


3^ ey, im 
1610р 


on ©! 


i TIT 


the ovidonco is inco:pe- 


cn adverse 


or questions. 


von Ribbentrop): 


cntronp, 


os 
in 


42375 ¬ 
LITC 


y Т. = 2 
cl Niedermetor 


1 been in 


sk of intorprot- 


d. 


discussion 


Au e Ld 
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n rocollod, Wheat do you know about this incident? 

4 First of 511, I sk l like to correct an error which 
has found its wey into your question. On the following morning 
of the day in question, tho Doily Telegraph did not publish the 
conditions or the note, but, on the other hand, it brought forth 
€ report adout tho fact thet during the preceding nicht the British 
Government hed been in consulteti with the Germans about codi- 
tions for Poland, conditions whi Bd › thon 
by thoir British Anb-sscdor, oro, it could de socn fron 
this crticlo--ct any rate, it could not De intorprotod in cny 


imown in Lon 


1 


обор woy--th.t thoso conditions were LON e 


Ib anle ^ -— ۹ 
Ihonk you very such. 


BY DI. THOU. (Counsel for tho defondent Rosenberg): 


1 


0) Ap, Pritsche, you st.tod yesterd:y that tho 
Beoboachter had direct connections with tlio Puchrer 
Fuchror's headquarters, ond thet was applicable curing the tine 
of tho war, Whom did you refor to i he Vog schor Beobachter 
when you scid thoy hed connoc tions 


E es 1 Ut er 7 э a eis x 
Fuchrer's Lhocdqu. rtors during the 





personalitios within the Vc 
porsonalitioc it -tho 
made it thoir bu 
ho Voclltischer-Boobachtor 
You mow that Nosonberg, sinco tho yoar 
Voolkischor=Beovachtor? 
the conviction that ovon kw. ore 
a1 


л 
£20 XUL 


the SOc 
burning 
boycott. in Avril 


15558» whotvas tho 


= ТК ea, м 
onviction tis 


- " -+ хар" "41 вк Га 
you knor that Coobbols, whoncvor 


litlor's ruost? 
not truo in that vcy and in that 
anothor question, 

line to Hit 


PRT ex SI» ENT s * 


T^ 


oS- 


лаз it, thc fact the al : t lino to Hit. 


Lr. President, o то by that only 


knows that “osonborg hod sanc connection to 


лот” wheat kind of tclo-^ono Roscnbor 


роб L mow, and I havo hoard frequen 
d IHitlor, 
vory rmch 


Is thoro any other dofondantst eounsol that 


MNT 4G OT" To] 
h dled d dhe uid TID ATT : 


Thon we will recess. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Does the prosecution wish to crosseexamine? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
GENERAL RUDENKO: 
Q Defendant Fritsche, I should like to begin my intorrogation first 
all in order to clear up the role you played, 

May I have the volume increased slightly, please? Thank you vory 
muche 

Q I should like to begin the cross examination in determi ning the 
role which the German propaganda played in the criminal activity of the Hitler 
governmente Tell me, co you admit that the German propaganda cisseminated 
racial theory and introduced into the minds of the German people the ideas 
regardin: the "master race" of the German people, do you admit that? 

The question touches upon о problems. May I reply to you to 
both of them? І admit tht German propagande spread the racial theory, but 
1 deny that German propaganda Spread the theory of the "master race," 

Q So you депу this? 

Noe 

Very well. По you admit that the German propaganda incited 
German people racial hatred toward tho Jew and told about the necessities 
of their extermination? 


à Once again this one question of yours contains two problems and may 


You don't have to emphasize thise You can just answer, If there 


are two questions included you can reply to 9 two questions at the same 
tince 

I admit, as I have in my answer to your first question, that the 
German propaganda represented the re^ial theory but I deny that most emphati- 
cally thet German propaganda had made preparationsor had incited the mass 
murdcr of Jews. 

But you couldn't deny that the German propaganda incited in 
German people their racial hatred toward Jewse You will have to admit that. 
You couldn't deny this. 

I cannot even affirm that without reserve, That is the reason why, 


in my answer to the second question, I used а slightly cifferent touch, 
12560 
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understand official German propaganda, 
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German propaganda, and under that I 


did not even preach racial hatred, It preached the difference between races 


0 


hot is something quite different but I will admit to you that there was 


one type of Germen propaganda which went beyond that and which did preach 


the clear cut and primitive racial hatred. 


You will t thet the activity of the German propaganda was also 


directed to the persecution of the church? 


No, gain Ishall have to deny that. 


Is it true, then, that the Gorman pr: 


persecution of the church? 


Theat is exactly wht I wanted to say. 


did not persecute the churches 


there was an illegal propaganda not run by the state az 


state and its organizations, the} 


D 


were above this 


the church struggle, have mace many utterances 


ight have the impression as if they 


einst the churches. By this, I mean the 


ad been organized as sensational trials. 


ery well. that the propaga 


goverrment connected wi 


but to clear up this point for y u, here 


and comnitted 


trials arainst 


paganda was not direct.d 


Official German propaganda 


acai 
{gain 


eb 
A ins „ 


the church and 


the 


curing 
many actions 
participated in the 


clergymen 


lucted by the 


th the so-called the сх 


ansion 


of the life area of Germany, cultivated and German nation 


vou 


militaristic tendencies, 


I deny that too, end most emphatically. 


Do you 2dmit that the German propaganda used provacations 


and lies and slander in order to ca:cuflage the aggressive of the 


plans 


Hitlerite government? 


Mr. frosecutor, to answer “hat question is something I am finding 


efter having testified to hear in this courtroom voluntarily 


then I 


If І am to make the attempt to 


summarize very briefly, 


to say this: I maintain that the German propaganda given to 


the German nation in the case of every individual acti arried 


cut beginning with the occupation of the Rhineland and with the attack 


against the Soviet Union, a picture of the events which the Germans 


mush have cre^ted the impression that we were in On the other 


1256; 


the righte 
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hand, however, I myself -- and I empuasized when this was--had recogni 


that the structure of these arguments had a basis which was ruptured in many 


places. 


that is to say, on the basis of slander and lies? 


Noe Pleases let me apologize but your way of putting it doesn't 

appear to be quite clear-cut enoughe 
4 You will persist in admitting that the German propagarands used 
slander and lics; do you deny this? 

Yes, yos, I deny it, basec on шу thorough knowledge of German pro- 
pagenda and I should like you to permit me to give you а very bri:f explana- 
ticn in this connection. Looking at it today -- 

Q  Flease, will you give en ex»lanation only directly to my question? 

But of course, looking at it today, it wis tho misforture of the 
German people that its propaganda, particalorly with regard to its details 
which could be controlled, was so cl- n tht it was completely overlooked, 
that in its free and most basic principles there were three mistakes. 
cannot шаке it more clear to youe 

Q «bout which mistakes are you speaking about? 

The first, the trust in Acolf Hitler's humanitarian point cf view 
which was destroyed by the orde murder five million. The Second, the 
trust in the cthical cloanliness o? on ystem destroyed by the creers 
culture; and the third, the trust in tho unreserved will for peace 


Hitler shaken by everything which has been brought up in this co 
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department vas 


It vas under the jurisdiction of General ` 
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thich were nut into life by 
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the conduc- 


in 
to ask you now tre 


t in the ОК 


for propaganca, which was subordinate directly 


under 
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ed 


ther. 
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any fur ther, 


question 


were the relations 


1 
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ho partici- 
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i the immediate 
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provaganda used connection 
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Vcrr probably it was just fitted into the propagan 
adopted by the OKT, bccause Dr. Gocbbols was so strong 


'sonalit; that he would not havo tolorated any 


of Propaganda 
tho ministry of Foreign Affairs? 
At ono time or another relation 
but durinz the latter yo 0: tao war a represent 
Liuinistry participated in the minist conferances of the 
Propaganda liinistry at 
did the Linistry of *oreicn Affairs play in 


‘aves ак лүү e UN MENT m 4 
propaganda moasures which ospocially 


„л А $s | = n E aaa ^m and 
operation and execution of tho &apcvgrosivo vars? 
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you 
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cign Offico usod 


І am unavaro of tho 


CL he 
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PDooks,. At any rate, thoro vor: not prepared 


lpopazanda,. Іп а fov cases 


about thoir orisin, 
туул дА ik T6 А *4 4 433447 7 л ^ 
Doura it be sor | ) make tho fol ne cdeduction, 


shat the Iinistry of topoi A: irs participated directly and 


actively in the preparation the propaganda tasics 


No doubt that is 1с because 


169% | 
TAS h4 4 2 а 
Ji voG hims pL) ACCOLSLVO 
which was 
4 5 ^ 
co any propaganda which went abroad. 
¬ A lo " Р ^ dh. e у А 2 
dofondant iib'"ontrop Then you just 


co about his rolc? 


You acknowlodgo and maintain that doZondent 
crsonally gave out the propaganda tasks and охр1аіпоа 


م 


Jc on tho Soviet Union as 1 ive war? 
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carly morning 
silan campaign startcd, tho for- 


88 conrrespondonts 


Jnr 


them D. to oxo 


in this scnso, 
all thoso reasons Germany was for 
acainst tho Sovict Union in ordor 


o it, end nlecse, will you "entlem 


~ 1, Я s 1 * 4^ ` 
the facts inthis 1 ular manner se 
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o civon by 


quostions 
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Perfectly corroct 


v 
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tho so-call 


a pormano lanis: [icor who vas 


је Tt Prr for 
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hmdloed tho ontiro propaga 


it ast. 


in what order and 


хэ 2) 2010 a эсу" - t 2 
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for the ocecuniod torritorics? was the 
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cbosclutoly certain, 
developed, based on tho well-lmown existing principles of ronorol 
by Dr. Toubert who wos wuentionod, ond his associctes, 
stitute called Vencti.. 
Very well, Rut apparently you 
ond will also tell us cbout it it tho leading influenco of 
Ministry of Propaganda was beings foit in a these nensures. 
Quito dofinitoly, Indubitebly tho iiinistry of Prope- 
tho superior initictivo here, and tho bottor influonce. 
That is elocr, Toll m what influcnco did the defond- 
cnt Зогиспп have on Gorkin pro ^g. What rolo did he 
porsonally 
role was unusuclly zroct, І know thei 
vory popular when thoro cro gtctononts horo bout a 
prosunazly is сога. In tho intorosts of tho historic truth, 
howcver, I shall nevertheless havo to toll you this. 
lmow vet wae thor Dorimann is дога Yo only 


presont on the defendants' bonch, but ho is, 


- 


"lef eure a 
AOL اہ ےا با‎ Us 


e 
continvo now, 
dhe influence of i defendant Bormann was urusuclly 
ict only in отогу otho phere, but also in tho propa- 
becene apparent in tho following way: 
pecame apparent in the general typo of party 
І montioned yesterday, tha f the most radical 
outlook, Д toloprint nosscgo from Bormann to D: Goeboels 


^4 


t'olloving contonts, " hear complaints 


circlos rogarding this that or the other," would al 


the cause for Dr, Goobbcls ntire machinery to cccolercte 


considor-cblv, 


= ond this is something which I can't express 
differently under oath == Dr, Goobbels was quite clocrly sccred 
in Bormann, 
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quoted. I on asking you whether this Corresponds to roc.lity, 
I shouldn't heave Oxpro shat, ond I think 


question of tosto, 
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I shell heve to 
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4bsolutoly, 
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20 June-M-Qn-10-1 Karr 
"During a long timo I was one of t salers of German proneganda," 
I skip a few lines and further read 
"I must say that Goebbels valued mo 
capable journalist in connection with which in the apparatus of the German 
propaganda I was one of his trusted people, 
Is that correct ? 
А Ure Pros Secutor, that is not corre Cto I know that I have Signed this 
report but at tho very moment when I signed this report in Moscow I stated : 
"You can do what you like with that recor’. If you publish it then nobody 
in Germany will believe it and no intelligent person i other countries will 
because this report contains lanruare which is not mins," 
І state that not : inz me of the questions cont: lined in this report 
was put to me in that same torm and L go on to declare 
of the answers in that record was ‘liven by me in that form and T Signed it for 


reasons which I will explain to you in detai 


h I just read and 
Socialist and a 
journaiis: Ll in the apparatus of метпап Ppropacenia you were a trust- 


worthy person, Tiis is the 31 ` the uotation, is that right ? Do you 


Well, them tho quotation vas correct, was 
Independently, yes, 
Then you do corroborate this statement ? 
about the recor? "ich has b 
entirety, 


Q In general — now T am asking you particularly in reference to this 


uotation which I just read into the record. You are not going to 3eny it, 


you admit it ? 
A I will not confirm your quotation but I will confirn once more the 


contents which you have just Summarized acaing 


en PUE 
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correct ч. very well 


du wd 43 +» 
vo remind you cf som 


sz 


to you and you replied 
о yo aU you rep 3 t 
plied, Statements ? 


-Cxamined and I do not know what statame nts and 
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sem TL ON 
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Thereupon, General Alexandrov submitted your testimony of 12 September 


nc you answered him: 

"I am fully aware of thìs document," 

"I should like you to peruse this document, Do you 
remember these statoments?" 

You said; "Of cow'se, there is по doubt about it," 

And further, you ccrocborated this document, which was signed by you 
and you said: "Of course 

Do you remember thic statement which you mace in Nurnbe org? 

А In tho statenont -hic vou have atk o^, 1. tuose passages are 
missing with reference to which T stated again and again, that tho record fas 
put before me complete and for the purpose of oO vaining пу signaburee I had 
twenty or thirty alterations 
Those passages are Lacking, wherzin I 
in my answers in thot protocol. weve true but that none of them actually do 
represent my own answers,» 

Q I should now like to rovina you of an extract from your statenent 


A 


of 7 January, 1916. 


Ра 


GENERAL RUDENKO: Your Honors, this is Exhibit 3169-25. It is not in 
my bock of documents as it was submitted by the defendante 
from that docum:aots 15 is a very short document, 

BY GENERATRUOPN: 

QU Ia S is 

"Once Cork faq perusal. 
I refused this request and explained that usually I dictated a short re 
my speech immediately before my broadcast and consequent: 

ches. He said it was all rirht but o ndition that if he 

would wish it again, I should 
themes," Is that right? 

A YeSe 

Q Does that not indicate the trust which Goebbels had for you, is 
that not right? 

А No doubt he had a great deal of confidence in me and T did not 
deny i 

Very well. Let us procood, 
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i ma document I have just mentioned to you, that 
In this very same document, 


say in your statement of 7 


j rraph 35 thoro is this 
У, 1946, in para:raph 35 thoro is thi 


> 1 ink It was in reply to some 
1 it was written in your own hand, I think. was in reply 
and it vr ten in your 


"f T7" 4 
14 (311 OIS ! » 
uestions put by your counsels Y 


"I was the only official organ in 


in the field of radio 
communicatione" 


ity? 
Dcos that correspond to reality 


Son ] 
ho end of vn uostion | 
^ Unfortunately I did not hear tho end of your quos 
ve 4 "m 
: have written it. 
gucted the passage corr have writte 


1^ "^ tr? 
So, it does correspond to actual. reality 


1 ] nat i } apparatus of 
therefor L1 admit that in the apparatus 


. уез 5 an? 
upied the most prominent position? 
after Gocbb occupied the most promin j 


1 h a в%а%опоп%» 
r orevicu 


471. ~ : ^ ЖК 43 

a YE 1 1 To mn ^ c (^ 01 др р “LCL 

it 1 ] d ` t „оп in Ge man ra LLO g OL (ILLUC 
ی بلا‎ Ui vb i J ne b & JO U 1 


tho 


ls, I will reply to you 

Naur 1n tho 
. : Y aat aw, وال ا لفات ال‎ 

D». Dietrich, tho Secrotom 


second place, 
Q Excuse me, just 
І said only the mest prominent 


v 11601109 


1 
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A І have no objection to your use of the word "influential", but it 
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does not change my answere 

Q Very well, "influential position", if you likes That is still 
Stronger. Lot us procood, howovore 

In the same statement of 7 January you said -- It is contained in 
paragraph 15 =- that the task during the entire period fron 1933 to 1915 of 
the Secticn of the German Press was the supervision of the local press. Over 
2,300 German newspapers wore to be supervised in that fashion. Furthornore, 
during the exocuticn of this task givon to me by Dr. Goebbels, in accordance 
with instructions of the Ministry of Propaganda, I was the leader and I 
conducted it for the entire Geman Radio, 

Is that correct? 

А І don't know whether you have quoted tho last sentences correctly, 
but I have certainly fully recognized the first sentences. It is пу affidavit 
3h69-PS. That corresponds word for word with tho truth, 

Q Quite correct. Please toll no this: Did you organize in the 
section of which you were tho heac, the section of the Gernan press, the Schnoll- 
dienst, the so-called spood sorvico, which was giving provocative material 
to the German press? 

A If you will eliminate the word "provocative" an? replace it with 
the word "propaganda" material, thon I will admit it. 

Q All right. I think the Tribunal will ‘cable to evaluate this 
statements We are not roing to argue about this, 

Now, tho last question from this group of questions: Tell me, your 

!casts on the radio, which were presented with "Hans Fritsche speaks" -- 
"crc they official and government sponsored? 

ei explained this situation to you yesterday. Actually, they were 
^ private work of my owa, but the private work, publicly audible , of a 
iinisterialdirektor of the Ministry of Propaganda and the head of tho German 
racio system would, of course, then be regarded as soni-official, though hot 
fully official, and this fact I had to с nsidor, and I dic consider it, 

Q All richte Now, I should like again to revert to the testinony of 
Ferdinand Schorner, ћісћ I have already submitted to the Tribunal as USSR 72. 


T should like to quote paragraph пилгог (2). Do you find av, defendant Fritsche? 
i c t 
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A Yes. 


I am going to read it into the recorde 


THE PRESIDENT: Genoral Rudenko, the mal would like to 
cumen by 


or at any rote would like to see the que 


4 
Ist 


UJ. 


OnSsvorSe 


GENERAIRUDZKKOs: Mre Preside ocunent has been subrtitted 


you in full, 


TIE PRESIDENT: Oh, I see, you oan that what wo 


ү 


only the parts that have beon translated into Emglish? 


GENTRAL RUDENKO: е correcte І am going 


cw 


to read 
the record Extract Nur^or 2, 


BY GENERAL RUDENKOs 


"I am fully avaro that Fritsche was the main collaborator of the 
Propsyranda was oxtronoly popular in National Socialist 


emongst the German people. He was widely kn 


weekly internati nal political cormuontordes. I often 


adeasts 


as well as 
wtleally partial to the Fuehre эге" 


{ . у. „е H o 
-0 you асгое with this oveluaticon? 


І emnct raise any oD jection to this quotati n, but beyond that == 
General Rudonko, 


RUDZNYO: 


WES Inis document vas 


in accordance with the 


3.4 
^40 "rst o LET 
Co Wulcn ат 


Len are in use in 


DRVO TAM 
RESI] LEN 


МКО; 


| who made the stater ‘ent, was he free or 


AL RONKO: the time а "riscner of war, 
PRESIDENT: 


n who is alleged to have made the statement 


T OTTO 


Lal fà. AU $ 


A 


NT? Go one 


РІГ л 


HUVENKOS Thank you, 


known to me that in tho fa corners of German 
nics abroad, my radio shall we say, tho 


лу, political connents, 
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BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 


you 


@ Yes, І understand, I should like to put to 


will ask you to peruse. 


Honors, I am submitting 


BY GENERAL RUDENI {Os 


Do you know this name, Vice admiral Hans Foss? 


I know the name, but as far ^s I remem 


DR. FRITZ: (Counsel for c 


Presidente Ре much shou) 


ai 


rhaps not tco 


but at any rate I am unable 


it was token, 


IHE rhESIDE General 


FRITZ: But record, 


DR, 


that, and then I have also noticed 


A e ed wed 
Sl gna UU 


eS nct the It just says "signe 


show 


Signatu bein 


5 hz 


ге 


right margin a handwritten 


ire wh^t. 


common procedu there or 


can original 


4011 


deny 


ot raise 


a Pas 
а Lur 


racial 


5 ^, 
cocunen 


Un 
. 


th 


m 


Ere 


n 


HU N 


anotherdocument 


ane 


logize, Mr. 


2 to the Schorner record, 


affixce, but I do not know 


any objection, 


A 


4-1 ~~ p 
опеоту, 


yvOuUNSE 
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am going to put to you only two or three questions, 


to reply brief ly. 


id you share this racial theory? 


eS, and preciscly to the extent which I 
э ЕЁ J 


Q <All right. Ina radio broacc 


rance concerning Poland. Т 


utte 


going to read this whole doeunent into the record b 


ргорағапајте the views contained in it, but I shoul 


document, and I sould like 


to ask you to 


co 


ntained in this document, and it is uncerlined in 


to your evaluation of the Polish nation, I should 


if that is your own statement, 


It is impo 


S ra 


sible for me to recognizo a 


H 


rin 


ow 


an extract of only 20 lines, consi: g that 


S Aas. 


Dy rę 


time I said yesterd We In that caso, у 


"Р 


zok: 


AS 
о 


5 п 


have the specch such so th can recognize the 


^ 


talking about at the tine, 


Did you exanine this extract from the doc 


plete photostat cf the 


utterance which took place 940 st 18 


Danzig Sender, 


General, we have 


words, "Considerable ffort was ne essary 


which I am referr 


хеп until 


2 


cast on 8 February 190 there 


his document is USSR Exhibit 96, І 


JU 


45 on 


э 3 "^ 
and + should like you 


describod to you yesterday. 


was an 


am not 


ceause I do not want to 


d like you to peruse the 


Humber 1, which is 


1 pencil. This refcrs 


A 


to simply ask you 


Cio speech of mine when 


I hive sp 

wili hve to 
thouzhts which I was 
ument? You have a come- 
fult te 


Qb „ 


Radio Station 


begin with 
asking 


ing you 


only twenty lines of that 


tine I had seen the 


committed "inst Germans 


ac 


talked 


radio, 


Sk you to grant 


afterno be~ 


n 


Hu anm 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The Tribunal reconvened at 1100 hours, 28 June 1946) 
HANS FRITSCHE == Resumed 
CROSS#EXAMI NATION == Continued 
BY GENERAL RUDENKO $ 


Q 


- 


Defendant Fritsche, extracts from your speech dated 7 July 1911 will 
be handed to you. hey concern the opposition which the German Fascist troops 
encountered whilst entering upon Soviet territory, This document has already 
been submitted by the defense, 

Will. you look at point T, the last paragraph ? I do not intend to read it. 

асе, 
Very well, Do you admit that you used those expressions 

A Yes, I adn 1 » whithout quoting, the 

context with which this statement was паде, 


Q 


о 


Very well, I would like to ask you this, When, in your speeches, you 
call Folish and Russian peoples "under=people", when you insult them, доп! $ 
you consider that these are expressions of mankind-hating theories ? 

Jr. Prosecutor, I should like to assert that I never accused the 
Russian people or the Polish pe 

Q Very well, І do not intend to argue about it, for the documents speak 
for themselves, 

I would now like to turn anew to the statement of Hans Voss, This is 
document USSR Exhibit 471, Will you pay attention to excerpt number 2 ? It is 
underlined. It is just a short excerpt, ani I will read it ¢ 

"Fritsche cleverly influenced the spirits of the Germans persuading them 
that they, the Germans, were a superior race and therefore must rule other 
peoples like their Slaves, 

Does that correspond to the facts ? 

А Noy it does not agree with the truths; rather, it contradicts the truth 
on all points,» 

Q Let's say it contradicts your assertions, 

Very well, I will put another question to you, 

Do you know the name Lieutenant General Reiner Stahcl, who was the former 
commandant of the town of Warsaw ? 


icio sien d) via. ШТ 


12576 — 0045 





26 Junces\=GR=12=2 Daniels 

Q Very well, You will be handed a document -- Mr, President, this is 
Anion USSR-l,73, and it is the testimony of Reiner Stahol, dated 19 September 
4941, І will only read the first excerpt : 

"Goebbels and Fritsche took every measure so that the racial theory 
should be rendered popular amongst the Germans, and to persuade them that the 
Germans are a superior racey and other peoples, as inferior races, must be 
subordinated to the German Master Race, 

"In order to convince the Germans of this and to compel them to believe 
in this theory, the Ministry of Propaganda, led by Goebbels and Fritsche, 
published == before the war and during the war == а large number of films, 
books, papers and other literature in which the authors attempted to prove 
the superiority of the Germans over other nations, 

"One must say that as a result of the activity of Goebbels an^ 
the racial theory held a rather firm place in the conscience of a larre part 
of the German people, This contributed to the fact that during the war the 
German soldiers and officers, having assimilated the instructions of the 
leaders of German propaganda, committed crimes against civilian populations," 

Tell me, did Reiner Stahel adequately describe the part played by you in 


the propagation of racial theory ? 


H0168 — 0046 
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should like to add 


is much lower than statenconts submitted to 


Should like to s hat of those vhoso 
only one could 


that he could prosent somo of the 


anc proof uy Which he based his statomont, 
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А. No; I would not wish to uso tho word "invented" or 
"made up", but I would rathor say па I beg 
to do so == which parts or which elements are 


Covn in this paragravh, 


point that thoro y a hostile campaign agains Schuschnice, 
and this campaign : ally was expla | Corman pross at 


+ =) 


tho moment of h ‹ nation, or just before his resignation. 


7 


І cannot, however, toll you that point just at tho moon: 
Furthermore, it is corrost as it is sct down in the 
graph that the үт tion of peonle who voro sont to 


undor thi hî niss regine was to bo pictured as si 


are correct, 


just road, 


2 * * oe ` л 
|. conducted propagand 


Sense of this question, 
A^. That I bevo to deny as 


Гіз propaganda 


LLC? 
7 ^ Aaa a ^ MNPODASANAND 015175 « . n f 4.9 
C.OCCSsSsor » as OD toud aivision of t 


pross, 


that you dony your personal 
the fact of tho 
propasanda? 
You did not understand no corroct]l 
opagonda! in 
by tho Schuschnigg government 
Very voll. I should liko 
your tostimony which Says: 
"During tho occupation by Germany 
Donnark, Poland, Norway, and 


instructions of Goebbels, I о; 
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рабапда, In cvery casco I Scloctod those documents fran the 


^ 


archivos which compromisod tho governments of thoso countries 
onc added to tho staturo of Corneny, ond attempted in this way 
or that actimon tho sart of Germany", 
No you also deny this? 
Мов, in that from І dony.that as voll, 
t vou vill not deny also that Dropaganda was conductod 
ageinst 25:mtrios cnunorated in Jour testimony 
е noe І vould асту tho last scntonce that > u added, 
I enit tho fact of the promagenda,  ilowovonr, in thc individual 


actions, 1 described my mri petition in doteil in 54690-Ра. 


^. Very wells: I undorstanc, do not” intend quest ionins 


you further, as has been quito adequately exnlainced in your 


stotonont datog Jams ry 1946, Document 5469-PS, and vhich, in 


ve 


fact, do not contradict tho actual Pacts, 


Sco an ossontiol contradiction thorc, 


dovit, 5469-Ps, is corplotol; accurate and truoc, 
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Q I would lik- as a supplement to this, read the testimony of Ferdinand 


Schorner which is document USSR Exhibit 472 and which has already been sub- 


mitted to the Tribunal; I mean Extract Noe}. He says in this statement, and 


* read ¢ "The political activity of Fritsche in his function or radio commen- 
tator of the State, was subordinated to the main task of National Socialism 
to begin a world war against democratic countries and to contribute to the 
victory of German arms in every waye The principal method of Fritsche which 
he utilized during many years of his activity, as I later understood, was the 
conscious cheating of the German peoplee I speak of that becausey during the 
last years we soldiers felt that very sharply because contrary to the state- 
ments of Fritsche, we knew the actual forces on the front and also new the 
Situation, The main guilt of such people as Fritsche is that they did know 
the actual state of things but after understanding this, basing this on the 
criminal intentions of the Hitlerite government, they consciously lied to the 
people or !threw sand into their yes! to use a German expression," Does this 
characterization of German propaganda correspond to the truth, defendant 
Fritsche ? 

А That is complete nonsense and quite by accident I can prove a part of 
this statement, Mre Schorner says that the activity of the war commentator, 
Dre Dittmar, consisted in the starting of aggressive wars, General Dittmar 
spoke over the radio for the first time in the winter of 1943 апл that is one 
point I should like to make, The second point I should like to make is the 
fact that I have never seen Mr, Schorner, І do not know him and I have never 
spoken to him and I should be very much surprised if he could be in a position 
to judge whether I deliberately or not deliberately at any tine ever said 
anything that was not true but m= апа this is the thing I have to add -- in 
the last few days of Berlin, I indirectly, through State Secretary, Dr, Naumann, 
received a report from Genoral Fleldmarshal Schorner and I was instructed to 
use this report, to make use of it, It was this report that he was in Dohemia 
with an army which wus intact and if he wanted to, for an unlimited period of 
time, he could hold this territory and he wanted us to have courage in Derlin, 
that he could even come to our aide I don't know whether this statement 
actually was uttered by Schorner but I think it would pay to call General 
Fieldmrshal Schorner as a witness in this Court in order to ask him what the 


data and the basis of his judgment was, 


"d PU UNI 
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Q The fact that you do not know Ferdinand- Schorner is not a sufficient 
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contradiction of this testimony, for you have yourself stated before this 


Tribunal that very many people knew you as an official representative of the 
government but, of course, you could not know everybody; is that right ? 

А If you will permit me, Mre Prosecutor, I should like to call your 
attention to something which is illogical, Anyone who didn't know me can very 
well judge about th-se things that I said but he is not ina position to judge 
about those things, whether I made those statements in good faith or in bad 
faith. І am sure that you can differentiate between these two positions 
yourself, 

Q Of course, you speak of your personal participation but you do not 
deny the criminal character of German propaganda, 

4 Cannot answer yos to the question in the way that you put it, Mr. 
Prosecutor, this morning I gave you a basis for questions which may be put 
to me about those things in which I assisted for historical presentation -- 
when I tried to show where pure idealism was concerned and where there were 
wrong prerequisites; these things are now being confusede 

Q Iam not putting questions on the basis which you gave me but upon 
the basis of documents which are at our disposal, I would like to ask you : 
Did you have documents concerning operation Gruen in Czechoslovakias documents 
concerning the aggression against Poland, the aggression against Yugoslavia, 
and propaganda conducted in this respect ? 

A The data for the Case "Gruen" those are heard for the first time here 
but since, agaim, you are now trying to tie these measures in with propaganda 
measures, it is very hard for me to keep both of these matters separate, 
Perbape it will serve your purpose if I answer =- Neither in the case of 
Czechoslovakia nor in the case of Poland nor in any other case, did I know 
in advance about German attacks. I knew no more than an hour or two hours 
before the timo they were announced to the German publics 

Q Did you say an hour or one hour and a half ? 

A I do not wish to tio myself down to an hour or an hour and a half but 
I dorecall that in the case of Russia, I had advance knowledge through Dr, 
Goebbels five or six hours in advances 

Q Very well, You will be handed document USSR Exhibit !93, It is your 


14 * + > T 
rTAGLO speech connected with the aggression against Poland, This spoech was 
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made om the 29th. of Auguste I was directed already beforehand to the exe 
RES of the reasons for the German attack on Poland and is dated the 
29th of Auguste І do not intend reading it but the sense of this speech is 
that on the 29th of august you spoke of a series of unforeseen events which 
was imminent. Have you acquainted yourself with this document ? 

A Yes, indee^, 

Q You do not deny that on tho 29th of August 1939, you made this speech ` 

А No, that I don't deny, I should like to refer only to tho fact ==- 

Q Please answer my questions first and give your explanations later. 
This was on the 29th of August and you do not deny 1%, 

Á No, 

Q Well, then, I ask you, did you personally believe in these explanations 

` of imminent war with Poland, of the impossibility to prevent this war with 
Poland$ did you believe this personally then ? 

А Whether at that moment I considered the war to be unavoidable, that I 
am not іп a position to tell you but I am able to tell you one thing. I did 
not believe that this was the case of German Guilt, If, in this period of 
tension, if a war-like conflict would result == Please, Mr, Бүбай; i 
should like to add this, 

THE PRESIDENT s: General Rudenko, letthe man answer, 

THE WITNESS ¢ at that timo, it was a matter of great satisfaction to me 
that in the weeks that followed, in the Soviet press I could determine and 
find out that Soviet Russia and her government shared the opinion of war guilt. 
in the opinion of the German covernment, 

DY GENERAL RUDENKO : 

Q I believe that you should not say that now and I did not ask you in 
that sense, We will pass on to another question, On the 9th of April 1910, 
you made a speech concerning the reasons ae possible occupation of Norway. 
You will now be handed an extract from this speeche 

GENERAL RUDENKO : Mr. President, this is document Noeli96, 

PY GENERAL RUDENKO 3 
Q You have that document, defendant Fritsche, It is excerpt Noel. 


A No, I don't have it before mo, 


i NN 





Price 


Ae (Continued) Yes, I have found it, 


Qe Very well. I will read & short excerpt: "The fact that the German 


soldiers had to carry out théir duty because the "nrlish broke Norwegian 
neutrality did not end in warlike but in peaceful action. No onc was injured, 


not a single house was destroyed; life ana daily work continued." This was a 


you admit it or will you deny it? 
No, that was not a lie, for I had just been in Norway and I had seen 
these things. Here everything will be quite obvious and clear if your will 


permit me to read the next sentence, which reads ag follows == the next 


sentence roads as follows = 


General Sudenko, you must let the mo 


to read the next sentence in order to explain this sentence e 
‘ENERAL RUDENKO: 
BY GENERAL RUDENXO: 
Please road ite 


The next sentence reads as ollowss "Even the and when Norwerian 


© 


5 е6 


troops gave resistance, instigated 


and so forth "the civilian population was hardly touched th 
, È È " 


22 


Norwegians foucht outside the cities and villages," 
Very well. Now I will show you a document 
report of the Norwegia government, which 


Tribunal by the French prosecution 


os RF Exhibit 


Tete Dr 
GI NL AL XU 


AUDENKO: Mr, President, in the “ocument Зоок nis document is 
wrongly numbered USSR Exhibit nd is submitted by 


RF Exhibit 72, 


correctly you described the situation 


ay; this is how the Norwegian government writ. quotes: "The 


atteck on Norway on tho9th of рї, 1940, brought war to 


time in 126 years. ‘or two months the war was carried on 


WAND 


country, causing destruction to the of 250,000,000 kronen, Further, 


iN TT 
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more than 40,000 houses were damaged or destroyed and civilians were killed," 
“And that is what the situation actually was like. Do you admit that your 
Speech on the 22nd of “pril, 1940, was the usual lics? 


^. No, I do not admit that, but I am asserting, on the contrary, that 


you, Mr, P rosecutor, in submitting this extract, are not taking into considera- 


tion the fact that I, in my introduction, reported to the effect that I wanted 
to describe those things thot I had seen myself, namely, а journey into the 
Goldbrauns Valley -- а journey, as I an Just recalling, that wont almost up to 
Atta, It is not contrary to tho presentation I made if, according to the con- 
clusions drawn by the Norwegian government, on the whole, in this action this 
loss and damage actually did occur 

Qe I belicve that the Norwogi lan people and the Norwegian government has 
sufficiontly experienced the weight of tho German Occupation and the govern- 
ment report actually tes fa and not the sort of 8 which you state 
in your propaganda. This document is being submitted to the Tribunol and they 
will appreciate it. Ж have a few questi op! 0 you in connection with 


fact which has already been dealt with in detail her It is the case 


Was 


Athenia". I will not question you in deta on this matter as it has already 

been ascertained with sufficient accuracy, but wil you admit now that special 

propaganda Slanderingly and falsely inferred thc public opinion of the "Athenia! 
case? 

Yhether this was done by tne Fascist propaganda in Ita y, that I don't 


know. The National "ocialist propaganda, however, did 


do it and they did it 
faith, as I have described at length 
now facts have been 
Speech was a slanderous speech or do you 

No, I have already admitted that and I showed, in detail, how these 

ments were made, 

Very well, І am only interested in this matter as to the personal 
part you played in it. Why did you so actively deal with this matter and why 
were you the first man to spread this slander? 

^. I do not believe that I brought this matter before the public and 
was the first one to do So. However, the fact was and is that I spoke very 
frequently about the case of tho "Athenia" TNI |!!! 
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neces LT 


"On tho basis of my personal cbscrvations, I camo tc tho conclusion 


that tho plans regarding war acainst tho Soviot Union had been Prepared a lone 


M 


time before tho actual outbreak of tho ware" 


Is this statement richt? 


1 


А Yos, indood, 


Q Well, then, I have no furthor quostions to put to you regarding 


this mattor 

I wuld like to recall to your memory two further documents connected 
with tho carrying out of propaganda, in view of the preparntion of war and actual 
attack against tho Soviet Unione I am referring to tho minutes of a conference 
hold by Hitler dated tho 16% h of July 19l1. 

GENERAL RUDENKO: This ‹ locunont, im, President, is No, IL-291 and has 
already been sut rüttod. 

(Ccntinuin-); This dccunont will be handed to you and I will quote 

two paragraphs on tho f irst parce 

"Now, it is essential that we do not publici o dus before the 
world. There is actually no поса for thate But by no means sho uld wo render 
our task nore difficult ! X! making superfluous declarati nS. Similar 
declarations are superfluous because we can do everything wherever wo have 
power, and what is beyond. our power we will not be able to do Anyway e 

"Further, what vo toll the world about cur motives ought to he 
conditioned by tactical reasonSe Te must act here in exactly the same way as 
we did in the caso of Norway, Denmark, Holland, and Belcium. In these cases, 
too, we did not publish our aims and wo will be ensible in the future and 
will continue in the same waye" 

Did you have any lnowledse of similar ideas 

A No, I did not know lof any such directive, but tho fact that such 
Stotononts and Circetives were submitted in this courtroon was the reason, as 
I have said, that I considered some of tho premises and sone of tho bases of 
our propaganda to be shaken, 

9 Very welle You did, therefore › not have any knowlo Jee 
the instructions regarding the carrying out of propaganda in the 
Barbarossa issued by tho OKW and signed by the defendant Jo21? 

À I cannot Say that without seeing these а cuments, but the case 
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Barbaros sa as such was not a concept until I arrived herce 
GENZRIL RUDENKO: lire President, this document is Noe C-26 and has 
alrc ady bocn submitted to tho Tribunale I will deal with it only in comection 
with the matter of propagandae It is 477 in your docunent book, lire President, 
0-26, 
BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 
Q I will quote one excerpt, Defendants These instructions Says 
"For the moment one should nct carry ouf propaganda directed towards 
the dismerberment of tho Soviet Unione In varicus parts of tho Sovict Union, 
propaganda must uso the language which is tho most curronte This does not mean 
that some propaganda text should ^о interpreted as an intention of dismerbering 
the Soviot Union," 
Were you acquainted. with those 
À І knew neither tho 4 ceument nor the contents of the diroctive which 
you have just road, 
Q Yes, but I hope that you will not deny that this was the spirit in 
Which the propaganda was carried oute 
As far as I could observe, the propacania which was carriod on 
in tho Soviet Union №: tı Just the reverse tende It tried to educate the 
various nationalities fer independence, such as the Ukraine, White Russia, 
the Baltics, end so forth, 
ask you now: 
Defendant Rosenberg for the first tim and when did you get informati 
concerning tho tasks of Gorman propaganda in the Eas 
trial I ever spoke with Mr. Roser berg, 
wut I do believe thet I havo met him socially. However, I never had an 
conversation with hin in гу entire 1іғе, 
О Very well You wiil be handed Document No. 1 39-Р5 This is a 


3? ^ Te “^n م‎ e A $3 9. ^ "e ^^ wad ~ m чэт - = i ^ - ade * \ - Я 
report of Roscobo { garding the proparatery work сопсогпїпл matters connected 


territory of Eastorn Burepes This document has саду beon submitted 


fondant Rosone ^; ANC ho did not deny it but confi; med it; 
woulda liko you to turn to the second ачооа оп which is markede In 
horton tnis cross ezaminati: n, I will not read the first quotation, 


report, wo ro: 
5 
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"Aside from thoso negotiations, I received the responsible deputies 
: калыл: 
of the entire propaganda, namely l!ünistorial Director Fritsche, Ambassador 
Schmidt, Reich Superintendent of Broadcasting Glasmeier, Dr. Grothe ОК чү 
d Without going into details of political objectives, I instructed the 
attitude, with the reques 
above-named persons in confidence about the necessary a 


to tone down the whole 
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terminology of tho press, without issuing any statom onts, 


ifc А т . Jn 
"The works for Suostantial covorare of tho “astern question preparod 


One aro appesrea in my office, which I turod over to tho propo;onda 


deputies" 
id Dofondant Rosenve C Corroctly doscribe those cvonts which occurred 
in 1941, bofo AUTACK against tho Soviot Union? 


I do not recall havin- boon rocoivod by Rosonber;: at any time 
ә D o J 


; or fron ono of his CO-vorkors 


› 


In no case did I ovor reccivo from Ro soon 

a“ r oport vefore the 22nd of June about the planned attack cn tho Soviot Union, 
this porhops ma A AATEC I do recall 

that a co-workor of Roso oorc;'s froquont y Sppeared be 

Co-workers, and in tino Т willroooll his nemo too, 

Group before that was linjor Kronz, 

co=workors fro quently and 


Pross propagandas But in no 250 aid wo doal with thi question before 


iosonbor; writes 
oro concerned, 
Untruo woulk 


this ontire ? 


connoction 
writton tos timon; 
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the German tro ops at Stali: 
Vict offensive on the Eastern 
“ize Gormm 
effectively oid Hitlor in rectify; 15 the position at tho 
Propaganda was based on th. поро that the Germans would be able to hold thoir 
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woro intimidated about tho stories of 


"ith this aim inmind, liLolous statomonts woro sproad of tho allared 
brutalitios of tho Russian soldicrs ond tho aim of the Soviot 
annihilate tho Gorin nation, 
"In tho last stages of tho wor, Goobbels and Fritsche mado onolast 
attompt to serve ili ond to organizo rosistmico to Soviot troops," 
Is this o orroct? 
It is not only not 
But you roforrod to 
to ontor into polomics with 
I wculd liko you to г to your tostimony of Scptemvor 1945, 
tho third excerpt of the docunonte ‘vo you found thet part? І will quoto 
your oxplonations, 
Tho entire thing is not my statonontse Porhaps you oon 6611 me whic? 
passago you are гоѓоггіпг to lire Crosecutor. 
Q І moan Excerpt No, 
ho Soviot Union, e$," 
tho spot, 


" 4 1 1 e ‹ ma : : 
0 Tho military attack upon tho Soviet Union in counoction 


Therefore, 


EU TNT Ve AA PAI "vais viser aae s TU UM ` б 
re tho onti Ї pageman mac: огу was 9 od stify tuo ox 


sti 
ft = * 
of Gormany a^: 


3 3 


T РЕЗО И $ : , 
48 leader of the German pross ord radio, I organized tho vast 


campaign of anti-Soviet propacends attempting to convince public 


tao 3cviot Union and not for this ware I must, 


howover, state that thero was cbsclutoly no justificntion for accusing the 


^c T de Tf44 Aw (T 4 ч Sayre ond 4 4- , i 
OVLON Union of preparing military oc оп ара Gormonye 
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radio dommonts, І attompted in every way to put tho focr into tho 


peoples of Europo and tho population cf Germany of tho horrors of Bolshovism, 


rd casserto’ that only Fascist Gormany was the Single barrier of the European 


cithor дпогіссл plutocracy and Red i: morioalisnu," 


ccuntrios 
lmit this? 
Herein aro contained sono actual statements made by mo, but they 
have beon worked over, and if I am pornit 


various facts, point by point, I shall bo bricf, 
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It is correct to say that I stated in Moscow that the war against 

the Soviet Union had not had an ti 15 to propaganda for after all 

Furthermore, it is correct 
to say that after the attack on the Soviet Union, it was tho main task of 
Germin propaganda to justify the necessity of this attack, and therefore to 
emphasize again and again thot we had only gotten ahead of a Soviet attack 
on use Further, it i jc end I did say tmt the next task ass- 
igned to propaganda was and is almost the same thing, to show th^t not 
Germany but Russia was guilty of this war, 

Regretfully it isomittod in this document and the most important 
argument is omitted, that I and with me millions of Germans believed the 
official communiques given out у t Fan government and we belicved them 
for it scemed to nonsensical and orazy if during a war which ahd not been 
decided in the west, arbitrarily and voluntarily, we would have risked going 
into another war in the cast at tho samo time, 

and I continue, it is further correct that the proof which was 
issued by the "White Bock! given out by the Fordrn Office was rather meager 
anc it is further correct to say that German propaganda tried to intimimidate 
Europe because of bolshevism and make them afraid of ite It is further 
correct that the German propaganda again and again emphasized the fact that 
Germany wos the only bulwark against the Sovict world revo lution. 

Very well. I would now like to draw your attention to excerpt 
number four of the same document which is in yow possession, in connection 
with propaganda upholding the Spirit of resistance in the Germn people, 
notwithstanding all evicence of apparent defeat of Germany. I would like 
to read this very short excerpt from the same doeument number Tl. 

"Beginning with 1913 through German radio propaganda I attempted 
to assert that Gorm^ny was in possessicn of such weapons thhobeh which 
your aims would be crushed, For this I used invented data regarding the 
werk ofthe German war industry which had been given me by the Reich Minister 


for armaments and Munitions, Speer," 
, } 


One part is wrong and the parb that is correct has been wrongly 


stated. 
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To begin with the letter part, it is correct that I received 
figures fron the armament industry which gave me great hopes forprogress. 
І received, for instance, figures dealing with monthly aircraft production, 
figures dealing with new and especially effectiv 
the meantime, throuch direct questioning of Speer himself, I determined that 
figures wich I received at that time were quite correct at ti 


r were used illogically or wrongly, as for instance 


Y 


1 


of for the pro tection of Germany her- 
Sclf, the home ci |untry, or that they could not actuzlly be used because 

of a fuel shortage. The first half 

Defendant Fritsche, you sve coins: inbi ' much detail and that 
is really not relev 

testimony of Specr, who was interro- 

gated by the Soviet brosecutor here in М ovembcr on ll November, 1995. This 
is document USSR 192. I would li о read into the record only th-t part 


Cocunent which deals with the carrying out of propaganda during 
© t PHS © 


oor 1911, I wrote a letter to Dr, Goeb els. In this 
*2ebbels that he was carrying paganda which was not 
aaments and that in this way he would provoke vain 
prop. gands which would have been 
to inspire in the German people 
outcome of the лр," 
Is that correct? 
Only partially Correct is vhe f^ct that Dr. Mocb5els more than 
а усаг before the use cf the first "UV" weapons himself conducted propagani.. 
in its behalf. On tho other hand, Speer in the mea 


his testimony here befcre thi ourt, and has said himself, that 


l now lev TT . ^ mw Е : + وم ؟‎ 
and now knows the actual source o propaganda dealing with "mira 


propaganda which 

u of your personal part in this 
propaganda wherein you mentioned that with tho popularization of a new 
weapon you hopc? to inspire the German people with the hope of = successful 


resis tances 
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A That is correct, 

Q That was in the beginning, In May of 19l2 you were a member of the 
Sixth Army, and in the Sixth Army you learned about the existence of an order 
to shoot the Soviet Commissarss; is that right ? 

А Yese 

Q Did you consider that this sanguine order should not bo applied ? Is 
that right ? 

á That is right, 

) You knew that this order emanated from Hitler ? 

A Yes, I can imagine thate 

Q That із to say, 192 you knew that Hitler's order regarcing murder 
existed, and yet you followed him, 


A You are comparing two things which are not comparable, There is 


uite difference between not treating commissars as prisoners of war, and 
q c 1 э 


giving order for the killing of five million Jews. 

Q That is to Say, you considered such an order possible and permissible 
in the conduct of the war by the German armyy is that right ? That is, if you 
did not immediately act against Hitler, 

А No; I considered that it was impossible, so I fought against it, not 
only impassively as others had done و‎ 

Q Put you continued to support 

A Yes в 

Q Here is the last question, During the war, did you ever happen to 
come accross some questions referring to proparations for biologieal warfare ? 

Never. 

Did you ever hear the name of a certain Major von Passavant ? 

Yes, I know that name, 

He was the representative of the OKW in the !finistry of Propaganda, 

not ? 

No, he was note He was a radio expert in the orcanization of the 
Propaganda Department of the OK. 

Q A сору of a letter of the 19th of October, 1944, will be submitted to 
you. This letter bears your Signature, and it is directed to Major von 


Passavant, of the OKW. This is a short document, and I am going to read it to 


HM T 


youe 12605 
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"From the Leader of Broadeasting, to Major von Passavant, OKW, 

"Herr Gustav Otto, Leader of the orzanization of Reichenberg is 
submitting a plan to me regarding biolocical warfare, I an Submitting this 
proposal to you so that you micht forward it to the proper organization," 

It is signed "Heil Hitler, Fritsche," 

Do you remember this document exactly ? 

A Of course I do not remember ite At the same time, I want to state that 
I have no doubt that it is genuine, 

Q Justa moment, please, I should like to put the last question in this 
way 1 Thus, you were for the planning and the actual undertaking by Germany 
of biological warfare, 

I have finished; thank youe 

А But I shall have to have an opportunity to answer the last question, 
I wish to state that I was by no means in favor of biological warfare, but 
the situation merely was that there were piles of letters daily, sent by 
listeners, which were passed on to the department concerned by some official, 
They were accompanied by brief notes of two or three lines which I received 
for signature. I did not inform myself of the contents of the letters which 
accompanied those short notes, 

THE PRESIDENT : Dr, Fritz, do you want to reeexamine ? 

T EXAMINATION 
BY DR, FRITZ : 

Q Just now, during General Rudenko'ts cross~examination, an allegation 
was made about your wireless speech of the 2nd of May 19h0, in which you 
Spoke about your journey to Norway. ‹ | tell me exactly when you went on 
that trip ? 

A I am afraid I cannot tell you exactly, but if I am not mistaken, it 
was at the end of April, 

Q The official r eport of tho Norwegian Government about war damages was 


put to yous that is, after Norwayts occupation by the Germans, I am told that 


the fighting which had cause: this damage could only have taken place after 


you had already completed your journey. Is that true ? 
À That is perfecty possible, but I should like to say this, In the 
extract which the Russian Prosecutor has read, without quoting the berinning, 


I described precisely what I had seen in clearly defined placess Iilihammer 
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and Kurvers Valley are a few names which I now remember, To compare these 
statements now with the statements made by the Norwegian Government regarding 
the total damage is nothing less than attempt, for example, to compare a liquid 
measure with a yardstick, or vice versae 

.Q I have one other question in this connection. Was this journey of yours 
carried out before the British landings or afterwards ? 

А I still had an opportunity to watch the fight with the Dritish troops, 
I think it was just South of a place called Ottar, in the Kurvers Valley, 

DR. FRITS : Mr, President, General Rudenko, during his cross-examination, 
submitted three interrogation records, One was from Voss, USSi-l713 one of 
Schorner, 0559-72; and one of Stahel, USSR-h73, In the meantime I have 
looked through these three records, and I should like to ask the High Tribunal 
to compare these three records, T have ascertained that in these three records, 
originating from three differant persons, parts of the answers repeat theme 
selves; and they tally, word for word, 

THE PRESIDENT ¢ You aren't getting this from the witness; you are making 
an argument to us, and you must do that at some other time, 

Dre FRITZ: Yes, but I wanted to make an application, Mr, President; I 
wanted to make an application, If these three records are used for the 
fin?ings, then I wish to make an application that at least one of these 
Persons who were interrogated should be at my disposal in person for the 


purpose of cross~examination, 
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THE PRESIDENT; Were you meaning that you should See, or that we should 


ҮР 


examine, the whole of those three affidavits » Or were you meaning that you 


wanted one of the people who made the aj davits to come here in order to 
give evidence and be cross examined ? Which do you mean ? 
FRITZ: The latter › lr. President, 
All three. І сап only ask to have all three called,. 
Ihe Tribunal vill consider you applieations, 
Apart from this, lr. President, I do not wish to carry out 

any further redirect exariination, 
BY ТН 

Q. There is one thing, defendant, You referred to the Cormissar decree, or 
order, and you spoke of it as though it were an order not to treat Cormissars 
as prisoners of war, That was not the order, was it ? The order was to kill 
then, 

The order which I came across at the Sixth Army was an order Saying that 

ssers who had been captured should be shot a: 

Yes, That is a very different thing from not being treated as prisoners 
of war, The answer Jou gave was that you imagined the Commissar order сате 
from Hitler, But it is a very different thing, an order not to treat Conmissars 
as ordinary prisoners of war and to kill 2,000,000 Jews, That was not a fair 
comparison at all, was it ? 

In this case › I must admit that my way of expressing myself with referen- 
се to these Commissars was not correct, М, President, 

here is one other thing I want to ask you. In October 1939, this un- 
truthful statement was published in a German newspaper, about the Athenia, 
That is right, is it not ? 

Ae In October, 1939, during the entire month of September and of October, 
untruthful statements a bout the Athenia appeared both in the German press as 
well as on the German radio, 

Yes. But on the 23rd of October 1939, a particularly untruthful state- 
ment attributing the sinking of the Athenia to Mr. Winston Churchill was made 


in a German newspapers You told us about it, 
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_% And you continued to broadcast referring to those alleged facts for some 


time, did you not ? 
} 4» Yes, of course, because in those days I was under the impression tht 
they were true, 

Qe That is what I wanted to ask you about, You had got a naval liaison 
officer in your office ? 

he. Yes, 

Q ‘What inquiries cid you make ? 

А, This naval officer was not actually the liaison officer between us and 
the supreme command of the war navy, Пе was the lieison officer for the entire 
armed forces; and in spite of this, I called on his services in connection 
with naval matters, He was the шап whom I asked, or ordered, repeatedly 
to inform himself about the state of affairs connected with the investigation 
of the Athenia case and make his inquiries at the Supreme command of the 
navy, 

The answer was always the same, We maintain that no German submarine 
was near the place of the catastrophe, 

0, Anc are you saying that that liaison officer of the navy told you that 
after the 23rd of October › 1939 ? 

Oh, yes, 

Dic. he continue to tell you that ? 

Yes, 

THE PRESIDENT; That is all, He may return to the dock, 

Yes, dr, Fritz ? 

Di, FRITZ: Now, with the permission of the Tribunal, I should like to 
call my only witness, Herr von Schirmeister, 

MORITZ von SCHIRMEISTER, & witness, took the stand and testified as fol- 
Lows: 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

Qe Will you state your full name, please ? 

А, Moritz von Schirmeister, 

О. Will you repeat this oath after me ; I swear by God, the Almighty 
and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth and will withhold and add 


nothing, (The witness repeated the oath,) 


ME USD You may aif, down, ШШ 
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IMF TN 
DIRECT EXAMINATION H0168 — 0077 
BY DR, FR 
Vitness, before beginning your examination, I should like to ask 
you quite generally to make your answers аз brief as possible, 

Will you please tell the Tribunal first of all very briefly your curri- 
culun vitae, so that the Tribunal will know who you are and have it before than, 
4» A fanily of officers and civil Servants; three terms of theology; a few 
years as a banking official, some of then in South America; then editor, until 
my Appointment in Berlin, on the lst of October, 1931; became a member of the 

Party; SS Hauptsturmfuehrer in the Allreuncine SS; during the маг, a soldier; 
on the 22nd of September, 1944, bees ritish prisoner of war, and in Great 
Britain since then, 


О. When I discussed the Subject of your examination with you а few days ago, 


you stated to me that your earlier positive attitude toward Ne ‘tional Socialism 


woulda not prevent you in anywey fron making truthful statements here; is tmt 
truc ? 

А, I have already told you that I had believed in this, that I have sacri- 
ficed everything to it, that I have lost everything through it, It was most 
bitter for me, 

Today I know, however, that I have sorved a vad couse, from which I have 
liberated myself completely. In my last camp in England, I was alrea ady per» 
mitted to assist in the re-schooling of my comrades, because there I was allowed 
to edit a camp newspa and if I only could, then I would help today to 
rebuild a denocratic Germany, 

Q% When did you meet the defendant Fritsche ? 

On the lst of July, 1938, 
what were you at the time ? Which position were you occupyins ? 

A. І was an editor in Braunschweig and I was called into the Ministry of 
Propaganda in order to become personal press expert attached to Dr, Goebbels, 

О. Which position did you actually occupy in the Ministry of Propaganda ? 

Ae Until the lst of July, 1943, I was the personal press expert of Dr. 
Goebbels, Then I became personal referendery for Secretary of State Dr, Gutterer, 
until the lst of April, 1944, when, for three months, I joined the UFI with 
him, which was the controlling company of all German phone companies, Then, on 


the 31st of July, 1944, I went to the front, 
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Vere you there together with Dr. Goebbels daily ? H0168 — 0078 

Yes, since th. outhreak of the war, Let me describe bri efly to you what 
ny activi ti is mainly were, 

Yes; please do, briefly, 

Duriag the war I had to deal with all the news and propaganda material 
as it arrived, which came from the enemy broadcasting stations, I had to go 
through i; and handle Goebbels! extracts all the time. For Dr. Goebbels these 
extracts formed the basis for his propaganda instructions which he issued dai- 
ly in the morning, and in the aftern: and ning I had to present them to 
the press section and radio section by telephone, So that during the war, 
unless it was dono by my deputies, I visited Dr. Goebbels! apartment, ate 
my meals with him, slept in his house, accompanied him on journeys, and so 
on and so forth, 

"hat position dic Fritsche occupy at the time ? 

Fritsche in those days was the deputy chief in the department cf the 
German Press — Inlan spresse, 

О. Will you Please describe the type and significance of Fritschets p 
in the Propaganda Mi istry and at subsequent times, very briefly ? 


I was to Eet écyquainted with the work of the German press department. Con- 
15 435 ~, TM : | dee . ^ 22 T - o ‚ 
ditions there were aS оаа as possib s Ihe chief, ifr, Berndt, was following a 


mallet policy. He would sive orders and yell, and would sack editors en masse, 


my E 223. re = А 4 1 ^ b Es Бы, АМ i4 Sou + ч "4 - өч 
tae Average scope of the experts was below that of wie average editor, as 


far as their knowledge and their abi ities were concerned, Tho only steady 


factor was Fritsche; he was the c У sxpert. He knew the needs and d osires of 
the press, On the one side, he would have to mend the China which Mr. Berndt 
ontinuously Smashing, whereas, on the other hand, he was trying to replace 
inefficient cfficials in the organization with good ones, 
be right tc Say, therefore, that defendant Fritsche was not 


int 1 > Qc ТӨ = E ^ 1 i 1 
appointed because he was in exponent of the party, but because he was an expert? 
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an exp ort. The extreme Party поп in the idnistry didn't attach 
2l1uo to Fritsche but as an expert, he was thon unc was later the 
of the department. 
"ritsche a maior of those associates of tho :іпіѕігу who would fro- 
consult Goebbels ? 
Theses revuler conforenee hadn't started to take plazo in those 
1 Fritsche wasn't a mombor of those in ony casce 


that he was only consulted when ho beeame a cepartnent спісї; is that 


such wonfcrences wore takin: place at 211 but really only since 
the outbreak of war. 
Q: In which way сіс Dr.Gocbbels confor with his associates? 


А: Since the beginnun; of the war thoro wore daily confcrenees at 11 А... 


which wore prosicoü over by Dr.Goobbols personally and curin; which he 


ave all tho necessary propaganda instructions. 
8: How many people would participste in these ll o'clock iacctin s ? 
А it tho bc innun,, that is to say, until the bé innin.. of tho Russian campai n 
about twenty people. 7 "Фор the circle (row to about fifty people. 
Cisgussions during these сопѓсгопсоз unc 

Cun, out of orders that took place ? 

Пого nor аг, uucnts curin such conferences, First of all, thd liakso 
uL the OK. would Jive a survey of the military situation anc then 

Dr.Gocbbols would .ive this instructions rc rcin; propagends, .ostly in thc 


press, racio for tho nowsrools. 


the hoad of tho conforonecs whon Dr, Coc bold wa isn't 


and who prosided when tho Socrotary of State wasn't thoro cithor? 
ås Usuclly lr.Fritscho and sometimes tho head of tho forci n press copartnent 
or the forci,n department but mostly lir.Fritschco. 
Q: Dic Fritsche give the daily propoganda instructions in eases of thet 


— 


orm initiative or what was tho situation ? 
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tho linistor wasn't in Borlin, he would still have himsel inforre ¢ 
about news material conin; frog apro Tc ho woulc 22 
my representatives, those instructions just as usucl durin the 


1 


and I had to sond tho ins tructions throu h onc in Borlin, 
thoy wore taken down зу a stono rapher anc. then hance out or road out curing 
tho conference verbatim as the instructions comin from tho iünistor, Inci- 
Con ho records of the unootin,, I went to show that it ves porticul rly 

as tho ;ünistor's instructions. 
no would use some of these witten instructions whicl 

doscriboc, which cane from Dr,Gocbbels; would Fritsche thon come to questions 
enc clear up questions which Goobbols dealt with, »y having thon up for cis- 
cussions ? 
25% са to bo absent from Dorlin, it would 


the latest news cicn't , to him in time. In such cases lr. Fritsche would 
ba 2 


bring things up for ciscussions, which woulda be gicercc anc then he woule 


zivo instructions on his owm initiative. Th-t was then put дохт in writin., 
tho lanistor to reac it aftorverd and ho cithor approved 

Q: But, thon, surely thoro woron!t only such big vonfcroncos 

fifty people present when Goobbols uscd to ,ivo his instructions; thoro must 
have been more intimete confercnccs, 00, 

a£ In tho courso of the morning, individual. department chicfs vould certainly 
soo the ldnistcr fur sho purpose of such confcronces, 100, 

(aUas Fritsche consultod for tho purpose of such noro intimato é6onforoncos ? 


2: Сопога11у, no, The nist isod the. conferences when all coportments 

were represontec, to announce the things he had to say fur pro: „Qio and 
nowsreel. Those heads of the verious depertments would then con for incivicual 
conferences, whose subje v of any intorost to оһёсгѕ, 


Р 


Q: How often was uh 7rd scho consulted in comp rison ду, to Secretary of 

State Panktc, Puttorcr, 

is Tho oocrctarios of Stato could always be present durin, these 

conferences and so could tne personal roforoncarics who were  luc;s there anc. 
teche was only presént Curing incivicual conforcneocs on vory ra 


SLONS « 
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2 hat wes tho position of tho twelve department heads of tho iinistry of 


paganda, ono ‹ mom Was the Cefendant Fritsche ? 


А: these department heads culc be divicoc up into experts оп ono sice, such 
v 


S, for instance, the domestic Gopertuont, Dr.Ott, and Cofinito Doi by i 
tho otnor sido as » for instance, Horr Bernct › anc officially they would mercly 
vo Stato such matters as a Copertnont head in a iini stry would have to 
tote. It was vwenerally knwon that the ilinister Was using them as insirumnts 
when he didn't поса thon eny пого he "chucked": thon out and that didn't 
only apply to the dopartront chicfs, Lotme rominc you what happened to Socro- 
tory óf State Puttor.- Who was chased out in an unix rthy manner when ho had 
Cone his job, 
4s ‘the prosecution are accusin;: Plritschào of having used the nous service, racic 
anc press in Germany as his insiruncnts and that ho had played an inportant part 


in placin;, them into tho hands of the so-callec conspirators for the purpose 


of their so-called olons; © vas tho or anigation of the 
2 
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the Nationsl Sucielist Stete in any wey dependent on Fritsche; 
whet can you say about thet ? 

t à When Frische entered tac Ministry, this press department 
hed long been completed end constructed. part from thet, let me 
tell you thet even ure Goebbels cannot be regarded aS a member 
of these сопзрігаъфрѕ in the sense'of this indictment in so far 
es he, efter eli, aidn't want to drive us into wer out @arried 
out his task in the sense of an unbloody conconquering of couh- 
tries. 

Q So, then, the orgenizetion was completed, wes it, when 
Fritsche took over the depertment of the Germen press in the 
winter of 1958 to 1959 ? 

Yes, ebsolutely complete. 

Was Fritsche inagependent es the head of thet department ? 
NO. 

Who wes his superior ? 

à Unfortunetely Fritsche did not only have to work under 
Dr. Goebbels as as s dependent department chief, he stood betweer 


two fires, because on the other side thtre was the Reich Press 


Chief, Dr. Dietrich, and in the entire Germen press this split 


between the two wes Known. The keich rress Chief, as secretary 
of State, wes c member of the winistry of rropagonde but in spit 
of this, he demanded the right to act independently and give or- 
ders in his capacity of Reich Press Chief. if, therefore, the 
Minister and the neich Press Chief did not egree on a certain 
point, then this wes always handed to the unfortunate chief of 
the depcrtment of the German press, Fritsche, 

Q In which way was Fritsche active in the Gernen press or- 
Genization; did he shackle it even further or did he give it more 
freedom ? 

4 I heve already told you, Mr. Fritsche wes the only reel 
expert of опу size who worked in the press department. He knew 


the needs end the worries of the press. 
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He knew that an suitor could only work if you give him 
certain єшсипї of freedom end thus on every occasion he fought 
for releasing the Shackles. He did much more than hed became 
eppsrent to the outside world beoruse, efter all, the minister 
would then meke с decision in this wey or nother 
outside world would only know whet the Minister 


THE PRESIDENT : Do you think he hes 


n UN 
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Did Dr. Goebbels have any obi jections to the way the Fress worked? 
у o 


Weren't they severe enough? Flease be very brief; 
А It was not severe enough and not stupid enough, yese 
3 and hw did Fritsche react to such demands hoth with reference to 
individual journalists and with reference to entire newspapers? 
again and again, on every opportunity, both curing the conforoncos 
headed by the Minister as well as on the occasion of privete invitations 
by the Minister, he talked for the Press and for the journalists and he 
tried to represent their point of view to tho Minister, 
Q Can you mention a few names of journalists or papers for. whom 
Fritsche acted in the deseribed manner? 
THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fritz, why sould he call tho names of individe 
ual journalists and pepers? Isn't it too detailed to gc into that? 
Very well, but Mr. irssidont, 
at least offer an affidavit in connect 
Exhibit Noe 5. It is in my Document Book № e 2 and you will fine it 
on Page 22. It comes from the chief editor of the Frankfurter Zoitung, 
Dr. Wendelin Hecht, and I should like t: quote it very oriofly: 
"I am herewith making the folk wing declarati n in licu of oath, 
for suomission to the +nternational Military Tribuna 
"1. It is true thet several years prior to a ban against the 
‘Frankfurter Zeitung! Hans Fritsche also hejpec to protect it by withholding 
copies o 'Frankfurter Zeitung! from the Fuchrer's headquarters, 
"2, In the numerous attacks directed ac^inst the 'Frankfurter 
Zeitung! because of its political "biitucde, the Defendant Hens Fritsche 
repeatedly intervened, in favor of a entinucd publication of tho '!Franke 
furter Zcitung!. lLoutkirch, 6 March 196, 
BY рк. FRITZ: 
Who was there, apart from Goebbels, i e way of influential 
in the Ministry of Propaganda? 
after Secretary of State Hencke!s departure there was only one man 
in the Ministry of Propaganda who had any real influence on the Minister, 
Only ono man to whom Dre Goebbels had some personal relations, 


his later Secretary of State and personal referendee, Dr, Naumann. 
I е, 
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ч Did Friitsche c ome to you frequently to learn 


ERT RYT p NL 


Minister's views because tho Minister just woulen'!t inform Defendant Fritsche 
aise Lf 4 

Very often, because ir, Fritsche knew that I har many private 
conversations with the Minister, to-, end he always compisined that he was 
Suspended in the air, that he was swimming and co ntinu-lly I communicated 
the lünister!s views to him in this matter or that. I dia Succeed in helping 


insofar as I coul? arrange for him to be privately invited by Dre Goebbels, 


curing which Mre Fritschets wi shes were openly discussed, 


Did Goebbels take definite charge of the racio hinself? 


During the war the mdio was the most important instrument of 
propaganda for Dr. Goebbels which he had. He did nct scrutinize any ceparte 
ment as carefully as he did the wireless department, the rris Cepartment, 

In meetings which he presided over, the most minute details of the artictic 
Programs were cocided upon by him perscnally. 

Q That is enough, Mre Witresse Was Fritsche really the leading 
man of German oreadersting, as it npvc^rod to the outside world? 

‘dn, by no mems, acing man was Dr. Goebbels, Apart 
from that, here asain Fritsche sat betwee two Stools, because thers were 
the demands by the Foreign Off ісе, for instanc e, with reference to foreign 
broadeastse 

Q Was Fritsche perhaps too lenient for Dr. Goebbels when he made his 
broadcasts? 

I myself һаа repeated cecasions when hac tc reprimand Fritsche 
by Goebbel's orders because he said his broadenst Wero much toc weak, 

Q Did Goebbels ever praise him and, if so, in whes werner? 

If, as wasoften the ca the Minister would praise Fritsche +» 

THE PRESIDENT: We don't have any intercst in whether Goebbels 
praised him 
BY DR. FRITZ: 

Q Then ancther question, Has Defendant Fritsche over contradicted 
the Minister? 

Mre Fritsche was one of the few people in the Ministry of Fropagane 
Са who would contradict the Minister, both curing confercnecs and in his 


apartment, and always quietly and decisively and cften with quite an effect, 
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DR. FRITZ: Mre President, my I h 


ave your 
attention st this point to a 


Exhibit Noe 2, wl as already been mentioned freqi 


your attention to Page 7, the end of Page 7, and the 


in my Document Book No. 2, 


опе brief sentence. І quote: "During the so-calloa 


it was exclusively Fritsche who would 
tions," 


BY Di. FRITZ: 


Mre Witness, who was responsible for the 
3 a 


Egeratcd news in the Gerwen Fress Curing the 


That was Alfroe Berndt, the heac of that 
3 


Cays he spent nights sitting over General Staff maps, 


mor 3? 


riu 
sacl SLU 


d nanes, and he acturcd atrocity reports f 


abcut the devel pre nt Se 


then Mr. Fritsche was worricd 


and he asked mos: "ihat are we drifting into? 


If only we knew wat they are wanting 2t the top and 


Q ànd then another gestion on 


connection with any military or political actions, 


were to be carried out, ever consult previously with 


Not only mt with Mre Fritsche hut with nob 


Minister never hag any. such consultations, 


A^ 


E 


о 


Fritsche states that he had only heard of 


tion in the anti-Jewish riots in 1938 much later 


by means of a remark made by Dre Goebbels, That 


because after all, Defendant Fritsche was a close 


Can you give us an explanation? 


In 1938 we in the Ministry did not realize 


3 


34 
v 


Dre Goebbels was the ae iginatore During that f 


A11 © 
mous 


іп Berlin. As far ав I remember, just before that he 
3 


. ч 1 
Fuehrer and he was still in Southern ucrmeny. The 


just mentioned didn't take place until the mi. 


at Lancke, one of the ber, 


apartments of the Minis 


vitation when Mr. Fritsche was also therc. 


Minister quite S connection with the 
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directly about hi 


document, an affidavit of 


Then perhaps, if I may, I should like to 


contradict Goek 


rom Suceten Germany 


Defendant Fritsche 


Dre Boobbcl'!s 


nversation which 
‘We of the war, 
on the 


At. the time so 


(ML UA 


permission to draw your 


Scharping, Friteche 
n bly, and may I draw 
beginning of Page 8, 

quote 


Minister conferences, 


bels in political que S= 


definitely erroneous 


Sudeten crisis? 


1 4 


ome KAA 1 14 
tress books апа lists 


Just 


He came to me once 


aren't we drifting into war? 


what is behind it all." 


the same subject, 


lich were ca 


9 


1 
Slants 


т 
21 + 


"no 
Ko 


alis 


participa- 


credible, 


Goebbels. 


us, that 


f 
cl 


night Dre Goebbels was 


hac been to see the 
J 
It happened 


^ 


Gcasion of an inə- 


meone asked the 


Atrocities, the outrages 
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of November, 1938. Thereupon, Dre Goebbels said that the Nati-nal Socialist 
economists had arrived at the conclusicn that the elimination of Jewry from 
Germany's economy could not be carried out further. 
Q Mr. Witness =- excuse ince heard about it 
already іо дау. Dic Fritsche later cn == I be > it is supposed to have 
been in Juno, thh} =- talk to you about his general attitude toward the 
Jewish problem? 
In May or June, th, I talked to Fritsche in his apartmont about 
the fact that on the dey of these outrages he had told mos "Von 
with this sort of thing as a decent human 
" Am then he said to x "You know, admittedly, I have always been 
against the Jews, but only in the sens i me cf the WS Were against 
themselvese" ind he quoted somo 
think -- 
That is onough, Mr. Witness hcn how « Fritsche!s anti- 
Statements in various of his b o&deasted speeches happen just the 


They had been ordered by the minister. From tho Enclish press 
we hacroccgnized that thoro was a certain anti-Semitic current in Britain 
which was growing, but a low in Enc: and stopped this from л 
British Fresse Now the 
our propaganda abroad cou 

In order to suppo 10 forcign propaganda from the Reich, Fritsche 
now reccived orders thst in Ge nany, to > sh: цол upon this subject 
in some of his broadcasts, 

THE PRESIDENT: How lone do vow you will be in conclucing 
the case of the de fendant Fritsche? 

DR. FRITZ: I think three-quarters cf an hour anû n more, Mr. 
Presidente 

THE FRESIDENT: Well then, after that the Tribunal will con- 


tinue the case of the defendant Bormann until 1:00 o'clock tomorrow, 


Tribunal acjourned until 29 Juno 1946 ^t 1000 hours). 
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